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Curse or Blessing? 


By Margaret S. Fellows 
James 3:10 


HE tongue is such a little thing, 
Yet so far-reaching in its power: 
Ill-used, to slander and to sting, 
It wags on, hour after hour, 
A dart of Satan, aimed by him 
To wound the hearts of those we love. 
But when the Spirit rules within, 
This tongue is guided from above: 
With holy boldness ever filled 
It speaks of Christ, the cure for sins, 
The loving Friend who draws mankind 
Beneath His cross where life begins. 
God grant the world through us may find 
This priceless blessing, not a curse! 


Trusting When We Cannot See 


No matter how advanced a Christian 
may become in knowledge of God’s 
Word and experience of His dealings, 
there will still be passages of Scripture 
and circumstances in life that he cannot 
understand or explain. We learn’ more 
of the “peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding,” when we come to the 
end of ourselves and freely acknowl- 
edge that God knows more than we do 
and can manage our affairs better than 
We can. If we could, here and now on 
this earth, reconcile all the Bible texts 
that do not seem to fit smoothly into 


one another, and could tell just why 
God does certain things with us and 
our friends, our finite knowledge would 
be approaching perilously near God’s 
infinite wisdom, and we should have 
that insight which is promised to us only 
in Heaven. At a recent China Inland 
Mission prayer meeting in Philadelphia, 
a returned veteran missionary said in 
his prayer, “Help us to trust Thee when 
we cannot trace Thy dealings with us.” 
The man who prayed this prayer has 
seen God’s faithfulness amid many trials 
and dangers through a long life of serv- 
ice in China, and it is a lesson in the 
walk of faith that we all need to learn. 
There are bound to be times when we 
simply cannot understand God’s ways 
with us, and can find no answer to the 
question “Why?” Then it is that we 
need to remember that “we walk by 
faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7), and to 
“trust Him, when to simply trust Him 
seems the hardest thing to do.” At that 
same prayer meeting Mr. Fred Mitchell, 
Home Director of the China Inland Mis- 
sion for Great Britain, gave a very help- 
ful message on Psalm 37, stressing the 
fact that the Christian’s greatest need in 
all circumstances is a consciousness of 


the presence of God. He told what it 
had meant in his own life and in the 
lives of great servants of God like 
Brother Lawrence, John Wesley, and 
Hudson Taylor. In the course of his 
message he referred, rather incidentally, 
to a comparatively small incident in his 
life, when he had to lead a mieeting on 
a rainy night and the attendance was 
reduced by the weather. An old saint 
said to him, “God’s weather never spoils 
God's work,” and he learned to expect 
some blessing from God no matter what 
the circumstances. This, too, is a very 
practical lesson, which translates a great 
principle of Scripture into practice in 
everyday life. It is another application 
of that text, of which the words are so 
well known but of which the truth is 
often forgotten, “And we know that all 
things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose” (Rom. 
8:28.) The missionary’s prayer and the 
Director’s message contained priceless 
lessons that every Christian worker 
needs to learn by heart: that we must 
trust when we cannot trace, and that 
the presence of God is the most vital 
element in all our service for Him. 


ll. The Limits of Prayer 


This is the second of six editorials by Dr. Ernest M. Wadsworth, Director 
of the Great Commission Prayer League, condensed from a series entitled 
“The Academy of Prayer” given over radio station WMBI, Chicago. 


“And this is the confidence that we 
have in him, that, if we ask any thing 
according to his will, he heareth us: and 
if we know that he hear us, whatsoever 
we ask, we know that we have the peti- 
tions that we desired of him” (1 John 
5:14, 15). 


OD has set boundaries to prayer. 
We are on praying ground when 
we ask for things agreeable to 
His holy will. So that everything in 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Being justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:24). 




















God’s will may be properly made a sub- 
ject of prayer. 

In the precepts, promises, precedents, 
and providences of God we have our 
limits of prayer. God has revealed His 
will to us in these ways, and if we ob- 
serve them our prayer life will be good 
and acceptable to God. 


THe Precepts or Hoty ScrRIPTURE 


At the portals of prayer the great 
question of eligibility faces us. God in- 
structs us concerning the necessary prep- 
aration for prayer. He does so in His 
precepts, and these mark out for us the 
paths of righteousness. “The eyes of the 
Lord are over the righteous, and his 
ears are open unto their prayers” (1 
Pet. 3:12). Bible precepts have to do 
with Christian behavior. “We may call 








202 (2) # 


them the “Rules of the Household of 
Faith,” and unless we read, mark, and 
inwardly digest them, we shall fail in 
prayer. The precepts in both Testa- 
ments are for our learning, and if we 
do not observe them we shall lack the 
necessary preparation for prayer. Al- 
most four hundred of these precepts 
dealing with our life and walk as be- 
lievers are before me as I write. They tell 
us plainly how we are to live unto God. 


If we ignore them our prayers will be. 
We are not in the circle. 


hypocritical. 
of prevailing prayer until we thus walk 
uprightly. As the Word says, “No good 
thing will he withhold from them that 
walk uprightly” (Psa, 84:11). 

Mr, Moody, in his last sermon in the 
old Moody Church in 1899, preached 
from the above text. He showed the 
connection between an upright life and 
God’s answers to prayer. He illustrated 
this by the following story: A woman 
was anxious for the conversion of her 
wandering boy and asked him to pray for 
his salvation. Mr. Moody inquired if 
she were walking uprightly. She con- 
fessed she was not in fellowship with 
God. He pleaded with her to yield to 
Him, which she did. Thus she was im- 
mediately able to pray in faith. The 
Spirit of God touched her son in the dis- 
tant city; he was converted, and he took 
an early train home to his mother. They 
had a happy reunion. God gave her the 
good thing she had longed for as soon 
as she began walking uprightly. Mr. 
Moody has written this text in my Bible, 
and it has been my life verse: “No 
good thing will he withhéld from them 
that walk uprightly.” 

When we are in the will of God we 
can get answers to our prayers. An- 
swers are the best part of prayer. But 
let us get back to the precepts from my 
list to encourage you to take a pencil in 
hand to mark other precepts for your- 
selves, 

“Pray to thy Father which is in secret” 
(Matt. 6:6). Pray with “two or three” 
(Matt. 18:20). “Follow peace with all 
men, and holiness, without which no 
man shall see the Lord” (Heb, 12:14). 
“Be ye holy; for I am holy” (1 Pet. 1: 


16). “Let none of you suffer as an... 
evildoer” (1 Pet, 4:15). “Pray without 
ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). “Add to your 


faith.” (Note the list 2 Pet, 1:5, 6, 7.) 
“Neither give place to the devil” (Eph. 


4:27). “See then that ye walk circum- 
spectly” (Eph. 5:15, 16). “Let all bit- 
terness, and wrath, and anger, and 


clamour, and evil speaking, be put away 
from you, with all malice” (Eph, 4:31). 
“Be filled with the Spirit” (Eph, 5:18). 
“Render . . . unto God the things that 
are God’s” (Matt, 22:21). “Glorify God 
in your body, and in your spirit, which 
are God’s” (1 Cor. 6:20). “Prove all 
things; hold fast that which is good” (1 
Thess, 5:21). “Be at peace among your- 
selves” (1 Thess. 5:13). . “Be clothed 
with humility” (1 Pet, 5:5). “Be not 
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conformed to this world” (Rom, 12:2). 
“Only let your conversation be as it be- 
cometh the gospel of Christ” (Phil. 1: 
27). “Be careful for nothing; but in 
every thing by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). 
“And having an high priest over the 
house of God; let us draw near with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith” 
(Heb, 10:21, 22). “The end of all things 
is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and 
watch unto prayer” (1 Pet. 4:7). “Let 
not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts 
thereof” (Rom, 6:12). “Have no fellow- 
ship with the unfruitful works of dark- 
ness, but rather reprove them” (Eph. 
5:11). “Draw nigh to God, and he will 
draw nigh to you” (Jas, 4:8). 

This sheaf of texts from the vast field 
of Bible precepts is enough to start you 
on the quest of things to be done to 
please the Lord. When you have opened 
thus the portals into the circle of prayer 
by a new obedience, you can proceed 
to pray so that God will hear. 


THE PROMISES OF GoD AS WARRANTS 
IN PRAYER 


Only as your prayers are based upon 
the promises of God can you expect 
God’s answers. These promises — 
Spurgeon called them “Checks on the 
Bank of Faith’—must be pleaded in 
prayer. All the promises of God are 
yea and amen in Christ Jesus. Not one 
can fail. God guarantees their fulfill- 
ment to you if you walk uprightly. So 
when you pray take a divine promise 
with you to the throne of grace. You 
will have power in prayer when you 
can say to God, “Thou saidst!” God 
wants you to bring His pledge with you 
when you offer up requests. The Spirit 
makes requests according to the will of 
God, and you must do the same. God 
has given you hundreds of “credit blanks” 





Coming Next Week 


EVERAL weeks ago a number 

of daily newspapers carried 
accounts of a revival that had in- 
terrupted classes and schedules at 
Wheaton College. Some of these ac- 
counts were distorted and showed 
a lack of understanding as to what 
was taking place. 

A Christian writer, whose name 
is familiar to SuNnpay ScHOOL 
TrmeEs readers, Mrs. Hazel Thom- 
son, has been in touch with leaders 
at the college, and, in next week’s 
issue of the Truegs, will tell. about 
“The Revival at Wheaton College.” 
You will want to read it yourself, 
and send it to your young friends 
in other schools and colleges with 
the prayer that other gracious out- 
pourings of the Holy Spirit may 
break out elsewhere, 
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in the promises. Cling to the prom. 
ises. They are safe and sure. God can. 
not deny Himself. “There failed ng 
ought of any good thing which the Lon 
had spoken unto the house of Israel; aj 
came to pass” (Josh, 21:45). Prayen 
based upon the promises cannot fail, an 
they can be claimed by the afflicted 
by backsliders, by children, orphan 
widows, by parents and preachers, an 
other people individually and corporately 
As a child of God you are an heir tj 
the promises. Plead them, and wait fo 
them. You will soon be able to say 
“The Lord hath done great things” fy 
us. The promises will be your comfort 

Bunyan’s Christian, in the darknex 
and fears of the Valley of Humiliation 
heard a fellow pilgrim somewhere jy 
that same valley saying, “Though I walk 
in the midst of trouble, thou wilt re 
vive me.” He was comforted; God) 
promises gave him light in a dark plage 
Promises will cheer us on our way. Pay 
was consoled when the Lord gave him 
“My grace is sufficient for thee.” 

Let me but hear my Saviour say, 

“Strength shall be equal to thy day’ 


Then, I rejoice in deep distress, 

Leaning on all-sufficient grace. 

I can do all things—or can bear 

All suffering, if my Lord be there; 

Sweet pleasures mingle with the pain 

While He my sinking head sustains. 

I glory in infirmity, 

That Christ’s own power may rest on me 

When I am weak, then am I strong: 

Grace is my shield, and Christ my song 
—Isaac Watts. 


PRECEDENTS AND PROVIDENCES 
In the absence of a specific promis) 
do not despair. Some people in th 
(Continued on page 205) 








Notes on Open Letters 


“Lead Us Not Into Temptation 





You have helped me in the past 
clear up various problems, and I a 
now sending a question to your “Note 
on Open Letters.” It is this: 


Just what did Jesus mean in th 
prayer by “Lead us not into tempt 
tion”? It was brought up in our Su 
day school class, and no one could a 
swer it satisfactorily—A Pennsylvani 
reader. 

This is a question that appears and 
appears from time to time in the edito 
rial correspondence. The Times 
answered it in the past, and is glad % 
do so again, though it is probably tru 
that no exposition can be given that w 
be entirely satisfactory to all thoughtfu 
Bible students. The Lord Jesus intro 
duced what is commonly called “Th 
Lord’s Prayer” by saying, “After 
manner therefore pray ye,” and one ( 
the petitions is this: -“And lead us Dt 
into temptation, but deliver us from e 
(Matt. 6:13). (The prayer of interce 


(Continued on page 222) 
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Ill. Jesus Christ in the Midst of 


The center of resurrection life and victory 





thought of Jesus Christ as being 

“in the midst.” In the midst of the 
doctors — at the very center of all true 
scholarship; and then in the midst of 
sinners at His death—the very center 
of the Atonement. In this article we 
shall consider another occasion when He 
was seen “in the midst.” This time it 
was in the midst of His disciples on the 
evening of His resurrection day. It 
speaks to us of Christ Jesus as being 
the very center of resurrection life and 
victory for His people. 

The verse is found in Luke’s Gospel, 
chapter 24, and verse 36. It reads as 
follows: “And as they spake these 
things, he himself stood in the midst of 
them, and saith unto them, Peace be 
unto you” (R.V.). As I just said, this 
took place on the evening of the day on 
which the Lord hzd risen from the dead, 
victorious, and had come out of the 
tomb, On that day there were a number 
of people to whom He appeared, and His 
coming into the midst of the little group 
of disciples, as they were sitting together 
in the evening, was the climax of that 
glorious day. 

In the early morning the risen Lord 
had first of all appeared to Mary Mag- 
dalene, at the tomb, and a little later 
to some of the other women. He also 
had appeared to Peter, who three days 
previously had so shamefully denied, 
Him. Luke tells us of the Lord’s ap- 
pearing to two disciples as they were 
walking out to the little town of Em- 
maus about eight miles-away from Jeru- 
salem. Their hearts were filled with sor- 
row over the tragedy of His death three 
days previously, and as they were talking 
of it together, a stranger had appeared 
and asked them the cause of their sad 
and downcast faces. He had gone on to 
tebuke them for their slowness to be- 
lieve and to show them that according 
to the Old Testament Scriptures it was 
necessary for the “Christ to have suffered 
these things, and to enter into his glory.” 
Shortly after that their eyes had been 
opened to recognize the divine person of 
the one who had been speaking to them 
and they hurried back to Jerusalem to 
tell the apostles of the strange experi- 
ence which had befallen them, 


His Appearance to the Disciples 


They found the ten gathered in an 
upper room, behind locked doors, for 
their hearts were still filled with fear 
as to what the rulers and chief priests, 
who had brought about the crucifixion 
of Jesus Christ, might do to them. As 
they were admitted into the room, with 
breathless excitement they told of their 
experience and were still more amazed 


T' THE two previous articles we have 


The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
was very apparent in the kind and 
gentle way in which He dealt with 
the doubts and fears of His disciples 
just after He had risen. He might 
have rebuked them sharply, but in- 
stead, He appeared among them and 
showed them His hands and feet and 
ate something before them. Joy was 
restored and peace and power came 
through His presence. This is the 
third of six articles by Dr. Soltau. 








to find that just as the Lord had so 
unexpectedly appeared to them, so also 
He had appeared to Mary Magdalene, 
to the other women, and to Peter. While 
they were all discussing the appearances 
of the Lord and were doubtless won- 
dering as to just what they all meant, 


suddenly He Himself stood in the midst 


of them and spoke to them the words of 
His familiar greeting, “Peace be unto 
you.” The words were ones of assur- 
ance and comfort to the little band of 
His followers, who had been completely 
dumbfounded and desolated by what had 
been done to Him whose person had be- 
come so dear to them, and whose words 
had been a source of unending inspira- 
tion and encouragement and at the same 
time had kindled an ever-growing hope 
and conviction within their hearts that 
He was to usher in a new day for them 
and for their people. Above all they 
felt that He was to bring them into that 
close relationship to God that would 
bring a new life into their hearts — life 
abundant and life eternal, even as He 
had promised. 

All these wonderful hopes and prom- 
ises had been dashed into tiny fragments 
by the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth, 
and in their place the hearts of that 
little band of men had become filled 
with a sense of deep disillusionment and 
foreboding which they were utterly un- 
able to shake off. Suddenly He was 
standing in their midst and the old 
familiar salutation, “Peace be unto you,” 
fell on their startled ears, forcing them 
almost against their wills to recognize 
Him who was speaking unto them. In 
this scene Christ Jesus revealed Himself 
as the source and center of resurrection 
life, and as He stood there “in the midst” 
He made very clear and certain several 
tremendously important realities. 

As the result of that meeting, they 
said to themselves, first of all, “He is 
alive.” They had thought of Him up to 
that moment as a cold and lifeless 
corpse, laid in the tomb, wrapped in the 
linen clothes; but now they see Him full 
of vitality and power. Certainly He 
could not have been that emaciated and 





* ((3) °203 


His Disciples 
By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


semiconscious being whom some seek 
to portray as the one who had never 
completely died, but on resurrection 
morning, having recovered consciousness, 
was. able to crawl out of the tomb and 
reveal Himself to His waiting disciples. 
Such a theory simply cannot be in any 
way fitted in with the facts as recorded 
in the Gospels. 

Secondly, they said, “He is here with 
us.” Just a short time previously they 
had been overwhelmed with a sense of 
their loss for the Friend and Comforter 
of the past three years who had gone, 
and, as they thought, forever. There was 
an inexpressible sense of grief and con- 
fusion and loneliness which hung over 
them in regard to the present, and a 
hopelessness and uncertainty which 
equally crowded their future; but now 
suddenly they realized they were not 
alone, but that they were enjoying the 
blessing and comfort of His companion- 
ship and presence, which at once ban- 
ished the grief and confusion that up 
to that moment had so filled their minds. 


His Was the Victory 

Thirdly, they said, “He is alive and 
here as Victor.” They thought that He 
was the one who had been defeated, His 
enemies among the priests and scribes 
had apparently gained the day by their 
nefarious plotting and open breaking of 
the laws of their own Sanhedrin. The 
powers of evil, of which they had been 
the willing instruments, had brought 
what had seemed to be their greatest 
victory since the beginning of time, in 
the putting to death of Him who came 
as the Prince of life, Not only so; what- 
ever the causes may have been, death 
itself had closed its icy grip upon Him 
and it, too, had to all intents and pur- 
poses, won the day; but now as He stood 
in the midst, the disciples realized that 
His was the victory, all the greater. be- 
cause He had first allowed His enemies 
to have their way and wreak their worst 
upon Him. It is no wonder that Paul 
writes, “Having despoiled the principal- 
ities and the powers, he made a show of 
them openly, triumphing over them in 
it” (Col, 2:15, R.V.), and “O death, where 
is thy sting? O grave, where is thy vic- 
tory?” (1 Cor. 15:55.) 

Fourthly, they said, “He is alive and 
here as Victor permanently to fulfill His 
promises.” The reality of His abiding 
presence remained with those men from 
then on, even though many times they 
could not see Him visibly; but they re- 
alized that He saw them, and was at all 
times conscious of their needs. This sud- 
den appearing in their midst occurred 
both on the resurrection day and on the 
following Sunday as well. Thomas, who 
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had refused to accept the evidence of the 
disciples that the Lord had risen, was 
at once reminded of His own faithless- 
ness. The Lord immediately commanded 
him, “Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, 
and see my hands; and reach hither thy 
hand, and put it into my side: and be 
not faithless, but believing” (John 20: 
27, R.V.); and he and they all realized 
that the Lord, even when He was not 
visibly present, was conscious of their 
needs and their weaknesses and was ever 
ready to supply them with the grace 
and the strength and the guidance and 
even the faith which they needed to 
earry on the work which He had com- 
mitted to them as He sent them forth, 
even as He had been sent by the Father. 
Now all doubts and fears were banished 
from their hearts, and all His wonderful 
promises took on new light and richer 
meaning. The promises of abundant life 
and of eternal life, of being completely 
satisfied, and of not hungering or thirst- 
ing were now understood and the hearts 
of the disciples were filled with an un- 
mistakable conviction that Christ Jesus 
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was indeed God manifest in the flesh and 
was abundantly able to meet all their 
needs, both for time and for eternity. 

What His standing in their midst meant 
to those men was not meant for them 
alone. It can and should mean the same 
things for you and me today: His vic- 
tory over death, His victory over the 
power of sin, the fulfillment of His 
promises, and the guarantee of the final 
resurrection of all who put their trust in 
Him. As you become conscious of His 
presence with you, the glory and the 
power of these great realities will be 
made more real in your life. 

Our Father who art in Heaven, we 
praise Thee for Him who stood in the 
midst of His disciples to reveal to them 
His victory over sin and over death on 
their behalf. Make us conscious that He 
is standing in our midst, we pray, that 
our faith in Him may become unshak- 
able, and that we, too, may rejoice in 
the experience of His presence, and the 
power and comfort that comes from it. 
In His name we pray, amen, 


(To be continued) 


ll. The Mexican Indian Mission 
at Work Among the Indians 


Mexico City and its strange contrasts 


N OCTOBER 31 I had flown in from 

Yucatan and had been met at the 
airport in Mexico City by Fred Passler 
and Hugh Nelson, missionary friends of 
Dr. Dale’s. Mr. Passler was to show me 
something of Mexico City, before I went 
off with Tom Fountain to his home and 
the headquarters of his activities in 
Huauchinango. It seemed appropriate 
for me to spend a few hours in the great 
capital city of Mexico. Mexico City is 
a very attractive city, beautiful in spots 
and, like most great cities, ugly and drab 
in other areas. It 
is about 7,400 feet 
above sea _ level 
and situated in a 
great valley which 
once was a huge 
lake, but it was 
drained off by the 
ancient Aztecs. 
The remains of the 
water formed 
Lake Texcoco, 
near by, and only 
a few feet below 
the city’s altitude. 
Great mountains 
surround it, many 
of which are vol- 
canic and snow- 
capped, Off in the 
distance can be 
seen the gigantic 
snow-clad cone of 


By HARRY J. JAEGER, Sr. 


Popocatepetl (17,888 feet) and Ixtac- 
cihuatl, meaning “The Sleeping Prin- 
cess” and resembling one from a 
certain view, also snow-capped and 
17,323 feet high. The snow-capped Ori- 
zaba (18,209 feet) is in this range also, 
and considered to be the most perfect 
and beautiful of all volcanoes. It is 
comparable to Japan’s Fujiyama_ in 
beauty, although several thousand feet 
higher. This is the second highest moun- 
tain in North America, only surpassed 
by Alaska’s McKinley (20,300 feet). It 





One of the many congregations that are making rapid progress towar 
complete self-support. ; 
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was rather cool but pleasant. After 
walking around the Plaza, we entered 
the city’s great C-thedral to find it filled 
with throngs of people, the choir sing. 
ing, and the priests lolling about in the 
pews set aside for them and chanting 
various prayers. Now and then a mur. 
muring was heard that reminded me of 
the never-to-be-forgotten day when | 
viewed thousands of Moslems saying 
their prayers in the streets of the desert 
city of Kano, Nigeria. I wondered, as 
I viewed it all and listened, whether 
God was hearing all this and believed 
that He could not, just as I believed 
He could -not listen to those Moslem 
prayers because they were not addressed 
to Him through the only mediator there 
is between God and man, even Christ 
Jesus (1 Tim, 2:5). This was “All Souls 
Day,” which is a great holiday in Mex. 
ico, although the native market is open 
to do much business in preparation for 
the next day, which is the Day of the 
Dead. It was so strange after all that 
all this activity was going on, because 
the Cathedral had been erected on the 
site of the ancient Aztec pyramid which 
they had built for the worship of their 
leading deity, “Huichlilopochli.” Hu- 
man sacrifices had been made to this 
deity and archaeologists tell us, Mr 
Passler reminded me, that they have dis- 
covered evidence showing that as many 
as one thousand people had been sacri- 
ficed at one time to appease the wrath 
of the deity or to invoke some blessing 
from him, 

The Encyclopedia Britannica had in- 
dicated that a visit to the famous native 
market in Mexico City was a “must,” 
so we proceeded to it and found the 
Merced Market to be most interesting 
and colorful. Cakes, bread, candies, 
flowers, and all kinds of ornaments were 
being purchased in great quantities by 
the people to decorate the altars built 
right in their homes and the graves in 
the cemeteries on tomorrow’s Day of 
the Dead. We took a bus to visit the 
famous floating Lake Zochimilco and 
saw the National Palace, Palace of Fine 
Arts, fine hotels, office buildings, and 


apartment houses of modern design 
while en route. It was a common sight 
to pass by shops with blasphemous 


names, such as “The Holy Spirit Butcher 
Shop” or “The Holy Ghost Market.” All 
around one sees the names of the saints 
used freely. A strange custom is the 
naming of certain streets with dates, 
such as “May the Fifth Street” and “No- 
vember the Third Street.” These are 
historic dates in some of the one hun- 
dred revolutions which the country has 
gone through in that many years, Beau- 
tiful residential sections were passed, 
most of which were inhabited by the 
so-called new rich who, incidentally, 
have acquired their wealth from lottery, 
numbers rackets, race tracks of every 
description, saloons, bull fights, and the 
ever present amusement business. One 
cannot walk far before being confronted 
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with an invitation to buy some lottery 
ticket. Lake Zochimilco was once no 
doubt very much more beautiful than at 
present, because the old flower gardens 
that previously bordered it are no longer 
there. Innumerable islands give the lake 
the appearance of a series of streams 
and rivers. These islands were made on 
rafts by the Aztecs, but through the 
years have become permanent. It is a 
great spot for sight-seeing, and Mr. Pass- 
ler and I rented a gondola, all decked 
with flowers, and spent a couple of hours 
being paddled around the islands. All 
kinds of Mexican merchants paddled up 
to us, trying to interest us in buying 
some native art work, to have pictures 
taken, or to enjoy the strains of music, 
and the like. 

Tom Fountain had come up from his 
home to take me back with him to visit 
the work in the city and the outlying 
villages. Soon we are out in the coun- 
try and passing great fields of a plant 
called “maguey,” which looks very much 
like the henequen of Yucatan, This plant 
is useful for its fiber, but the chief use 
of it is in the manufacture of an intoxi- 
cating drink called “pukgue.” This is a 
very vicious drink, sold very cheaply, 
and it is the source of great distress 
among the poorer people who, by drink- 
ing this stuff, forget their misery. Today 
they were standing three deep in lines 
thirty feet long at a bar in one little 
village of only eight hundred souls 
which we passed. The mountains off in 
the distance, many of which are in a 
chain of great volcanic peaks, close in 
on us and seem to become increasingly 
numerous. All about us can be seen 
statues and shrines to the Virgin, and 
pictures are posted at every conceivable 
place in her honor, 

After five hours of traveling we ap- 
proach the city of Huauchinango, a town 
of about 6,000, but whose environments 
include another 14,000. We are still in 
the mountains at an altitude of about 
5,000 feet, and soon pull up to the very 
cozy home which Tom had built of stone 
and brick, and I meet Mrs. Fountain 
and.the four girls, Sarah, Lois, Johanna, 
and Sharon. Mrs. Fountain had pre- 
pared a fine dinner for us and it was a 
great joy to be in the home of the 
missionaries. 

No time was lost in going out to the 
cemetery close by. This was the Day 
of the Dead, of which I have spoken 
previously. We found many Indian vis- 
itors in the cemetery, sometimes a whole 
family coming in to decorate its graves 
With elaborate flowers. Tom told me 
that frequently they spend all of- their 
life savings accumulated through the 
years to pay for all of this. Festivities 
With much drinking, shooting, and the 
like, are also a part of the celebration. 
In the Indian homes they build a table 
with a framework above it and decorate it 
With the flowers that grow in great abun- 
dance throughout the land. On the wall 
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above the altar is usually a picture of 
the Virgin of Guadalupe, whom they 
claim to be the Indian mother of Christ. 
Immediately in front of the picture or 
statues candles are burned, representing 
the number of persons from that home 
who have already died. For each miss- 
ing member of the family a place is set 
on the altar, that is, a cup and bread 
especially made for the occasion and 
some other food that was especially liked 
by the deceased. Miss Bergen tells of 
noticing flower petals and leaves strewn 
in the gateway and out to the street of 
a home, and, upon inquiry, was told it 
was done to guide the spirits of their 
loved ones into their former homes, be- 
cause the people believed that during 
the night these spirits would visit the 
homes and partake of the food on the 
altar. Our missionaries are endeavoring 
to point these people to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who said, “I am the bread of 
life,” not only as the means of saving 
them, but to deliver them from the 
bondage of these superstitions. 

Our hearts were heavy as we went 
to the meeting of the local congregation 
which, as was the custom, gathered in 
the home of Mr. Morales. Someone had 
very excitedly given Tom some infor- 
mation and we proceeded around the 
bend in the road and saw lying on the 
roadway two Indians who had been shot 
to death. Life is cheap in this land and 
particularly in this vicinity, Tom in- 
formed me. Most of the killings are 
done with machetes, which are carried 
by all of the Indian workers, but here 
were two that had been shot. The bul- 
let shells were lying all around them. 

There were about thirty-five people 
assembled at the meeting and it was a 
great joy to speak to them and to be 
very capably interpreted by Mr. Foun- 
tain. The congregation was growing to 
such an extent that a new church is 
being built right next to the home of 
Mr. Morales. Work has stopped, and 
upon inquiry I learned that the reason 
for stopping was because the funds had 
been spent. This church can be brought 
to completion for $120 of American 
money, and we prayed that an early sup- 
ply of this need would be forthcoming. 


(To be continued) 


bd 


The Limits of Prayer 
(Continued from second page) 


Bible were able to obtain “unpromised” 
blessings. Jabez did so. “And Jabez 
was more honourable than his brethren: 
and his mother called: his name Jabez, 
saying, Because I bare him with sorrow. 
And Jabez called on the Gog of Israel, 
saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me 
indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that 
thine hand might be with me, and that 
thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it 
may not grieve me! And God granted 
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him that which he requested” (1 Chron, 
4:9 10). 

Many wonderful blessings have been 
granted to individuals and groups who 
prayed on an “it may be.” God will be 
gracious. “Venture on Him.” Do not 
press Bible precedents too far. Some 
were meant for special occasions. God 
does what He wills in the armies of 
Heaven and in the earth. And so, when 
pleading what the Lord has done for 
others in your prayers, do so with hu- 
mility and submission. We are exhortec 
to ask mercy, and take “grace to help ir 
time of need” (Heb. 4:16). 


PARTICULAR PROVIDENCES 


God’s tender watch care is over all 
His works. We call this His “general 
providence.” He also governs the moral 
universe by His “special providence.” 
But for His own people He reserves 
“particular providences.” He will do 
things for them which He will not do for 
others. Under the terms of general prov- 
idence, He preserves and aids mankind. 
“He maketh his rain to fall” upon the 
fields of atheists, “and His sun to shine” 
there, because He is good to all. His 
tender mercies are over all His works. 
But He particularly loves to preserve 
and prosper His saints. “The Lord... 
hath pleasure in the prosperity of his 
servant” (Psa. 35:27). He will protect 
them (Psa. 91:4), deliver them (Psa. 91: 
3): lead them; defeat their foes, and bless 
them throughout life and receive them 
into everlasting habitations at death. 
But sometimes God’s providences are 
dark and mysterious. However, 

Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face. 

God's providence is like a wheel. You 
may be down now, but the Lord will 
bring you up. The Lord raiseth up them 
that are bowed down. So have confi- 
dence in God’s ways with you. Com- 
mit your works to Him in prayer. He 
will do His best for you. He will give 
you the children’s portion. Encourage 
yourselves in God, 

Watch for tokens from your Lord in 
all doubtful matters. Put out your 
fleece. Ask God for a token for good. 
Proceed along tht way His blessing leads 
you while you wait for His favor. 

Here we may prove the power of prayer 

To strengthen faith and sweeten care, 

To teach our faint desires to rise 

And bring all Heaven before our eyes. 

—William Cowper. 

Have you entered the portal of prayer, 
the portal marked “Precepts,” that is, 
are you walking uprightly? If so, “no 
good thing will he withhold” as you 
plead the promises and the precedents 
and wait for the providences. This is 
the pathway of prayer followed by all 
the great intercessors of the Bible, and 
this is the pathway of incalculable bless- 
ings for you, your family, your church, 
your community, and God’s cause in all 
the world. 


(To be continued) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





R. H. C. MOOKERJEE is the vice- 

president of the Constituent As- 

sembly of India, and editor-in- 
chief of the Calcutta Review. He is an 
outstanding dry leader, and he writes 
me of himself and his work: 

“I am the youngest of four brothers, 
and, I may add, the dullest. Though my 
parents were model Christians, two of 
my elder brothers died from the effects 
of drinking, and the third gave it up 
after his health had been seriously af- 
fected. I promised my mother when I 
was five or six that I would never touch 
liquor and would fight for temperance, 
by which she meant prohibition, as soon 
as I was old enough. 

“IT have been an active prohibitionist 
worker from 1893, when I finished high 
school. I have been a Nationalist all 
through my life, and in my time had 
to pay for it. I Was associated with 
Mahatma Gandhi in his campaign against 
drink and drugs. 

“One of the directive principles em- 
bodied in our Constitution, which we 
hope to finalize and adopt by the 26th 
of January, 1950, exhorts all the States 
to introduce prohibition. One is already 
dry; one will be dry by the end of 1950; 
a third one by 1951. The others are 
introducing prohibition in selected areas 
which they hope to extend till the whole 
state is dry. 

“The capitalist classes, afraid of in- 
creased taxes, are criticizing prohibition 
everywhere. Certain influential news- 
papers, owned by Britons, are taking the 
lead, probably because British capital 
has a larger stake in India-made liquors 
than Indian capital. We fear that, in 
case American liquor interests start 
business .here, our position will grow 
worse, for we shall find it difficult to 
stop their business. They would call it 
expropriation. 

“Here drinking carries social dis- 
grace. We have no alcohol tradition. 
About fifteen per cent use alcohol regu- 
larly or on festive occasions. This work 
is a labor of love with me. I am known 
not only by our all-India leaders but 
also to most of the second or third line 
of leaders of public opinion in all our 
states, so that what I write receives wide 
publicity, being translated into four or 
five languages.” 


The Irish invasion of Scotland was de- 
scribed nearly twenty years ago by Dr. 
J. H. Cockburn, and it has not grown 
less in the intervening years. -In earlier 
days, the Irish were used to destroy 
Protestantism with fire and sword. One 
thinks of the massacres by Sir Phelim 
O’Neil, in 1641; of the nine battalions 
of Irish whom Catinat used to harry the 


Waldenses, pursuing them into their 
fastnesses, burning and murdering, so 
that the Irish name even today is odius 
to the Waldensian people. The cruelties 
of McCarthy’s Brigade in the devasta- 
tion of the Palatinate are also well re- 
membered. 

The present method in English-speak- 
ing lands (including New England and 
Ulster) is “peaceful penetration.” In 
Scotland, Irish Catholic population has 
doubled in seventy years. Irish cheap 
labor has undercut Scottish and compelled 
a large emigration of Scotsmen. In 
some mining areas, the Scottish popula- 
tion has departed, finding it impossible 
to live and work alongside of the Irish. 
Almost a fifth of the births in Scotland 
are Irish. The Irish are improvident; 
the priest is understood to stir them 
to overbreeding. Dr. Cockburn de- 
scribed this “green peril” as follows: 

“Wherever we turn, we find the Ro- 
man Catholic Church dominated by the 
desire to undermine the ideals and in- 
stitutions of the Scottish race. Irish 
Catholics are poor, and leave no relief 
funds untapped, claiming them to the 
utmost extent and receiving a much 
larger proportion. than is their due, The 
percentage of Irish priscners in jails is 
very much greater than their numbers 
warrant. They are intemperate and im- 
provident, have the Celtic gift of speech, 
and have been able to exert an undue 
influence in the public bedies that gov- 
ern the local affairs of Scotland. In 
trade unions and co-operative societies 
they have asserted themselves. They 
are one of the potent causes of the in- 
creasingly wrong use of the Lord’s Day, 
and in all this they are abetted by the 
leaders of their church who have set 
themselves to win Scotland for the 
Church of Rome.” 

To Americens now faced with an Irish- 
Catholic attack on their public schools 
the following is important: “The educa- 
tion act of 1918 greatly strengthened the 
Roman Catholic foothold in Scotland. 
The over-taxed people of Scotland, suf- 
fering dreadfully from unemployment 
in their industries, have to pay immense 
sums for the use of buildings over which 
they have comparatively little control. 
A decision of the law courts has made 
it possible for the Roman Church to 
build schools anywhere and call upon 
the nation to pay for these schools and 
for their support.” 

The Scotch are asking Parliament for 
the regulation of this immigration, the 
repatriation of those Irish who become 
a burden on public funds, and a time 
— for giving Irish the vote in Scot- 

ind. 


By ERNEST GORDON 


General Clément-Grandcourt, recently 
deceased, was a distinguished officer ip 
the French Army, with a remarkable 
record of service in Syria, North Africa 
Annam: in the first World War; and ip 
the Underground. He was known fo 
his sang-froid under fire. 

A Protestant by conviction, he often 
contributed to the French Protestan 
press under assumed names. These e¢. 
says have been collected and I have ru 
through several of them. In his re 
ligious notes, he says: 

“In the eyes of Freethinkers, Freng 
Protestantism is only a rather absurd 
minority; in those of Catholics, the rem. 
nant of an old enemy which it is time 
to liquidate. The spectacle of public 
affairs has taught me to be astonished a 
nothing except to see Freethinkers ani 
Catholics gladly choose Protestants when 
a government post demands conscience 
industry, and sense of responsibility 
This is what Catholic polemists used ty 
call ‘the Protestant conquest.’ 

“French Protestantism has certainly 
been a religious, moral, and intellectuad 
elite. Whence is its success and con 
tinuance? The very reason for its ex. 
istence is to be an elite. But faith 
character, and knowledge are not here#- 
itary. An elite lives up to itself onl 
by continuous effort. Without this, a 
elite becomes a mere minority and this 
minority always risks soon falling inty 
the class of historical curiosities.” 

Gereral Clément-Grandcourt showed 
his discernment in the following brie! 
remark: “One of the fatal errors @ 
Protestantism is to have taken to itself 
as one of its own, Jean-Jacques Rosseall 
This mistake, too many of our peop 
do not yet realize.” 

What did he mean? Rosseau was the 
father of all the sentimentalisms abou 
the natural goodness of man, the per 
fectibility of society, universal brother 
hood, and the like. Channing said 0 
him, “That man understands hum 
nature,” which is just what he did 
understand. Channing took over 
superficialities and they became 
stock-in-trade of Unitarianism and 
called Modernism. This “fatal erro 
has spread far beyond the limits 
French Protestantism, 

Continuing General Clément-Grané 
eourt’s remarks, we read: 

“In order to conquer, truth needs 2 
to persecute. To persecute those o 
cannot convince is to confess one’s po 
erlessness to convince. Persecuti 
proves at the same time the materi 
superiority of the persecutor and 
moral and intellectual superiority of 
persecuted.” 

“The more one reads the Gospel, f 
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more one finds in it. It is an inex- 
haustible treasure. Nothing shows bet- 
ter than this its unique character, its 
superiority over all other books. No 
word is superfluous, no phrase without 
significance.” 

“Pray perseveringly; then notice how 
entire and speedy the answer is.” 

“If one of ours is not better [in char- 
acter], is it not because we have not 
prayed enough for him?” 

“Pray on the same day for those who 
have injured you on that day.” 

“To allow a hardened soul to under- 
stand its misery and to long for redemp- 
tion, is the last grace God can offer — 
to my mind the greatest.” 


” 


In a tract on “Secretism and Apostasy, 
Dr. W. E. Ashbrook points out how close 
the resemblance is of the theology of 
Masonry to that of Modernism. “The 
fatherhood of God and brotherhood of 
man” is an old Masonic phrase. Clymer, 
a Masonic authority, says, “Masonry does 
not teach salvation by faith or the vi- 
farious atonement, which doctrine does 
not make Christians but criminals”! Im- 
mortality and salvation by character are 
the common teaching of Unitarianism 
and Masonry. Ward, another Masonic 
writer, says, “Freemasonry, in practice, 
teaches that all good men, whatever their 
personal beliefs, have a right to hope 
for salvation. Each Mason can for him- 
self work out his own conception of God 
and thereby achieve salvation.” 

This is essentially the teaching of Dr. 
Fosdick and others of the Federal Coun- 
til. In 1945, twenty-nine of thirty-six 
active bishops of the Methodist Church 
were members of secret orders of one 
or another sort, twenty-one of them 
Masons. So are an unusually large pro- 
portion of recent presidents of the Fed- 
eral Council. 

This explains much. 


Holland was once a place of refuge 
for Huguenots driven from France. In 
the last quarter century, many Dutch 
Protestants, not being able to buy land 
in Holland, have been colonizing in 
France in the neighborhood of Sens. 
This has become so extensive that the 
question of the education of their chil- 
dren has become pressing. So these 
Dutch farmers have bought a large 
chateau stirrounded by a great park of 
Seven hectares of land, in which they 
have installed the School of Theodore 
Beza; named after the French-Swiss re- 
former. It was dedicated with much 
écelat and goodwill on the part of the 


French authorities, and the Dutch am- 
bassador represented the Queen of Hol- 


land at this delightful service.. So, in 


Sens, where Protestants were once mas- 
Sacred, the old Huguenot psalms are 
again thundered by returned Huguenots. 


There will be a great Zionist congress 


* the. Scriptures. 
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fair to be the most important to date. 
In Rome also will be a great demonstra- 
tion, drawing Catholics from all the 
world. Jerusalem and Babylon! 

Tel Aviv, which is the largest Jewish 
city in Palestine, with 300,000 inhabi- 
tants, has no less than seven morning 
papers in Hebrew, representing all 
shades of political opinion. In addition, 
there is the Palestine Post in English, 
admirably edited by Jews. The total 
circulation daily is 150,000 copies. Chi- 
cago with four and a half million peo- 
ple has only two morning papers, with 
a circulation of 900,000; Buffalo, popu- 
lation 600,000, has one morning paper 
with a circulation of 88,000. “The read- 
ing appetite of Tel Aviv,” says a cor- 
respondent of New Palestine, “is of such 
intensity that, in addition to its dailies, 
35,000 foreign newspapers are sold daily 
to its older population, which has diffi- 
culty in reading the Hebrew press.” 


Miss Pauline Dennis was for many 
years teacher in public schools between 
Virginia and Florida. During her teach- 
ing years, she raised an orphaned niece 
and nephew, the one educated in Agnes 
Scott College and Columbia to become 
an outstanding college librarian, the 
other a graduate of Georgia Tech‘ and 
at present with a utilities company. 

Retired at seventy from teaching, she 
became active in gathering children into 
Sunday schools, and, at the age of sev- 
enty-eight, is still going strong. She 
first made a house-to-house survey of 
an Atlanta city district on foot, and ac- 
companied the children she discovered 
to Sunday school and home afterward. 
Often on Saturdays would she carry 
clothes to various children, polish their 
shoes, and arrange for haircuts, so that 
they would be presentable the next day. 
Then church friends volunteered help. 
Now fifteen cars are out every Sunday, 
transporting several hundred children 
back and forth. Nine hundred and 
twenty-five children have been enrolled 
by her in the North Avenue Presbyte- 
rian Church’s Sunday school. 

“Yes, I walk miles every day, rain 
or shine. There’s lots of territory to 
cover to keep track of my children, and 
much shopping to do for them. But it's 
good for me to keep busy.” 


Hundreds of millions the world over 
are becoming literate. They must have 
Gutenberg’s “moveable 
blocks” opened the way for the first 
printing of the Word. In our own day, 
the Mergenthaler linotype has made its 
indirect contribution to the cause of 
Christ as has radio and airplane. Now 
a new typesetting device is being ex- 
hibited in Cambridge, Mass., that will 
reduce the cost of composition by two- 
thirds, a combination of typewriter, elec- 
tronics, and photographic film. It will 
drastically reduce the cost of printing 
generally and not the least that of Bibles 
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in foreign languages and script. “The 
age-long problem of composing in Chi- 
nese may even be solved,” says the 
U.P. dispatch of September 16, 1949. 

There seems to be something provi- 
dential in these discoveries that fits into 
the progrom of “to every creature.” 
Gutenberg’s Bible was printed on parch- 
ment and required the skins of three 
hundred sheep. None but the richest 
could buy Bibles. Then, in 1494, paper 
reached England, only a few years be- 
fore Caxton invented the printing press. 
It was as if timed! This enormously 
reduced the price of Bibles. So, today, 
the report comes that an English com- 
pany is making complete radio sets in 
seventy-six seconds. They are con- 
structed of pressed plastic, the electric 
connections being sprayed into tiny 
grooves. Miniature tubes are then in- 
serted, the whole time of manufacture 
being a minute and a quarter. The Gov- 
ernment of India is buying a hundred 
thousand, each one for a village, in 
order to enable the Government to have 
direct contact with the people. One can 
envisage the Gospel reaching millions 
thus! 


French Women Pastors.—The necrol- 
ogy of Le Christianisme records the 
death of Mile. Yvonne Aillet, who, in 
early life, was an invalid with spinal 
trouble that at one time obliged her to 
lie still two years, suspending all study. 
Yet, in spite of physical weakness, she 
studied law and then finished a theolog- 
ical course, after which she took charge 
of a double parish, Pantin-Drancy, in 
full wartime. She was active in Sunday 
school work, in the League for Public 
Morality, in “Scoutisme,” in the Chris- 
tian Movement for Peace, and carried 
on a large work of visitation as well as 
correspondence with the sick, the young, 
and those in trouble. She read much 
and wisely in law, art, music, literature, 
and-theology. On her table were always 
numerous notebooks, also her Bible, or 
rather two Bibles, the little one which 
was always with her, and her work 
Bible, underscored and annotated, which 
had to be rebound to retain its contents. 
She was remarkable for spiritual eleva- 
tion; also for gaiety in spite of her life 
handicap of ill-health. 

I have referred elsewhere to her 
friend, Marie Mann-Durand, recently 
deceased, who, too, was both an intel- 
lectual and country pastor in South 
France. 

In this connection let me also men- 
tion Mme. Blocher, who when her hus- 
band, the pastor of the Tabernacle in 
Paris, died, took his place and now for 
many years has borne the burden and 
heat of the day in that position. It is 
also interesting to note that her assist- 
ant is her own son, Jacques, a carefully 
educated and devoted preacher of the 
Gospel. How Pauline! “Neither male 
nor female !” 
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LESSON 13. MARCH 26. THE CHURCH IN ROME 


Romans 1:1, 7-15; 15:22-29; 16; Acts 27 and 28; Philippians 1:12-20; 4:22 (In this order); printed text, 
Romans 1:1, 7-12; Acts 28:14b, 15, 30, 31 (In this order) 
Golden Text.—I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the 


Kine JAMES VERSION 


Rom. 1:1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, 


separated unto the gospel of God, 


7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord 


Jesus Christ. 


8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that 
your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. 

9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the 
gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you 


always in my prayers; 
10 Making request, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


E DO not know just when 

W the first Christians appeared in 
Rome and founded the church 

which in after years was to assume such 
prominence, both for good and for evil. 
Roman Catholic apologists insist that 
this church was founded by the Apostle 
Peter and was intended by Christ to hold 
pre-eminence over all other churches. 
Scripture itself makes it very clear that 
this claim is utterly false. There is no 
record whatever of any apostle having 
visited Rome until Paul himself was 
brought to that city as a prisoner. Peter’s 
ministry was particularly to the Jews, 
as Paul’s was to the Gentiles (Gal. 2: 
7-9). It seems evident that the Roman 
Church was founded actually by a little 
group of converts, most of whom were 
Hebrew Christians who had _ been 
brought to Christ elsewhere and then 
later on moved to that city. In the six- 
teenth chapter of the Epistle to the Ro- 
mans Paul sends greetings to many of 
these whom he had known elsewhere. 
Certainly if Peter had been the resident 
bishop, Paul would have sent special 
greetings to him, but his name is not 
even mentioned. There is no good rea- 
son to doubt that he himself was the 
first apostle to visit this church. He had 
such a visit in mind for some time be- 
fore it was accomplished. He mentions 
this in his letter to them. This letter 
was written several years before his de- 
sire was fulfilled, and when it actually 
came to pass he reached Rome in chains, 
a prisoner for the Gospel’s sake. In 
his letter he gives the fullest unfolding 
of the Gospel of grace that is found in 
the New Testament. Unhappily, in later 
centuries, leaders in Rome perverted 
Paul’s own teaching in such a way as 


if by any means now at length I might 
have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you. 

11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some 
spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established; 


Jew first, and also to the Greek.—Rom. 1:16 


12 That is, that I may be comforted together with you by the 


mutual faith both of you and me. 


Acts 28:14b And so we went toward Rome. 


15 And from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came 
to meet us as far as Appii forum, and The three taverns: whom 


when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage. 


<= ~ < < 


to make it almost unrecognizable. 
Through Dr. Martin Luther, John Cal- 
vin, and other reformers, this Gospel 
was recovered in the sixteenth century, 
and we today who turn to the Word of 
God_ alone for our instruction are priv- 
ileged to revel in the precious truths 
set forth in this Epistle. The key to 
the entire letter is found in Romans 
1:17: “The just shall live by faith.” 
This was the battle cry of the Reforma- 
tion. 


The Historical Setting 

As already mentioned, we have no re- 
liable data concerning the origin of the 
church in Rome. From the Epistle to 
the Romans, which was written A.D. 60, 
while Paul was at Corinth, we gather 
that there was already a church of some 
importance in the great world metrop- 
olis. Paul arrived there as a prisoner, 
who had appealed to Caesar, in A.D, 63. 
He remained in durance for two years, 
being permitted to live in his own hired 
house (Acts 28:30). Scripture itself 
gives us no direct information as to what 
occurred afterward; but according to 
tradition he was cleared of the charge 
of sedition and allowed to go free. Later 
on he was arrested again and brought 
back to Rome, where he died as a mar- 
tyr for Christ about A.D. 66. 


Verse by Verse 

Rom. 1:1.—“‘Paul, a servant , . 
apostle, separated unto the gospel of 
God.” The word translated “servant” 
really means a bondman. Paul liked to 
think of himself as the purchased slave 
of Jesus Christ. He was an apostle by 
divine call, not by his own choice or 
by human appointment. He had been 
set apart by the Lord Himself for the 
great work of preaching the Gospel to 
the Gentile world. 

Verse 7.—“To all that be in Rome... 
called . . . saints.” This address indi- 


an + 


30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, 
and received all that came in unto him, 

31 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things 
which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no 
man forbidding him. 

Lessons based on International Sunday 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


School Lessons; the Inter- 


cates that there were already a number 
of Christians in Rome. These are spoken 
of as “beloved of God” and saints by 
calling. Notice that the words “to be” 
are italicized and do not appear in the 
original text. All believers are divinely 
called saints. How different is this from 
the Romish idea that saints are super- 
Christians who have accumulated special 
merit, which may be passed on to others. 


Verse 8—“Your faith is spoken of 
throughout the whole world.” These 
words are very significant. They tell 
us that before any apostle ever visited 
them, the believers in Rome had become 
widely known because of their consis- 
tent, faithful testimony, 


Verse 9.—“Without ceasing I make 
mention of you always in my prayers.” 
Paul’s prayer interest extended not only 
to those whom he himself had led to 
Christ, but included all God’s children 
wherever found. 


Verse 10.—“Making request .. . I! 
might have a prosperous journey ‘by 
the will of God to come unto you.” 
Some might think that this prayer was 
unanswered, inasmuch as Paul came to 
Rome a prisoner and was shipwrecked 
on the way. But God overruled all for 
blessing, and Paul’s experiences have 
become an encouragement to thousands 
of Christians passing through -trying cir- 
cumstances. 

Verse 11—“I long to . . . impart unto 
you some spiritual gift.” It was the 
apostle’s earnest desire to share with 
these believers the precious truths that 
God had made known to him in’ order 
that they might be more firmly estab- 
lished in the faith. 

Verse 12.—“That I may be comforted 
together with you by the mutual faith 
both of you and me.” Fellowship with 
those of like precious faith is one of 
the most blessed privileges that Chris- 
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tians are permitted to enjoy here on 
earth. Those who refresh the souls of 
others by imparting truth to them which 
had not been hitherto apprehended are 
themselves refreshed and cheered when 
they find that truth laid hold of eagerly 
by those to whom they minister. 

Acts 28:14b—“So we went toward 
Rome.” Luke, the writer of the Bodk 
of Acts, accompanied Paul on the long 
and dangerous voyage from Caesarea to 
Italy. It must have been with a sense 
of relief that these two devoted friends 
and servants of Christ began the last 
lap of their journey toward the imperial 
city. 

Verse 15.—“The brethren . . . came to 
meet us.” Representatives from the 
church at Rome, having learned of Paul’s 
arrival in Italy, set out to meet him 
and joined the company of soldiers and 
prisoners at a small town on the Appian 
Road not far from Rome. Their com- 
ing greatly cheered Paul’s heart, 


Verse 30.—‘Paul dwelt two whole 
years in his own hired house.” Upon 
arrival in Rome Paul followed his usual 
custom of bearing witness to the Jews 
first, but when most of them refused 
his message, he announced, as he had 
done elsewhere, that he would go to the 
Gentiles to share with them the Gospel 
of Christ. As noted above, he was al- 
lowed by the authorities to live in a 
rented abode while waiting for his case 
to come un in the imperial court. His 
friends, or any who desired to converse 
with him or to hear his testimony, were 
given free access to his house. Thus 
the door was kept open for the procla- 


mation of the Gospel even while he was - 


a prisoner awaiting trial. 

Verse 31—‘“Preaching the kingdom of 
God, and teaching those things which 
concern the Lord Jesus Christ.” So the 
Book of Acts closes as it began. In chap- 
ter 1, verse 3, we learn that the Lord 
Jesus, during the forty days between His 
resurrection and His ascension, in- 
structed His disciples concerning the 
Kingdom of God. This was the theme 
of the Apostle Paul’s ministry as re- 
corded in the last verse of this Book. 
He stressed the divine authority over 
the hearts of those who have been born 
of God through believing the Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Having preached the Gospel through- , 


out western Asia and eastern Europe 
for some thirty years since his remark- 
able conversion, it was Paul’s earnest 
desire to go to Rome, there to confirm 
the faith of-those in that city who had 
come to Christ already. In the Epistle 
which he wrote apprising them of this 
desire, he set forth in an orderly and 
masterly manner the great doctrines of 
grace which he had been commissioned 
to carry to the world. Reaching Rome 
several years later, as a prisoner, a door 
of utterance was given him, so that many 
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Last Week's Lesson 
12. March 19.—The Faith That Sus- 
tained the Church. Acts 21:7 to 
26:32; Romans 5:1-8; Hebrews 
12:1-3; 1 John 1 


Next Week’s Lesson 


1. April 2.—The Church Suffering and 
Triumphant. Matthew 21:1-16; 
1 Peter 4:12-19; Revelation 7:9-17 








more in that great city heard the Gos- 
pel and received Christ as their Sav- 
iour. Among these were even some 
of the imperial guard, designated as 
“Caesar’s household” in Philippians 4: 22. 
These might never have been reached 
had Paul not come to Rome as a pris- 
oner. 


Lesson Outline 

. Paul writes to Rome (Rom. 1:1) 

. Christian privilege (v. 7) 

. Consistent testimony (v. 8) 

. Prayer fellowship (vs. 9-12) 

. Accomplished desire (Acts 28:14b, 15) 

. A door opened for testimony (vs. 30, 
31) 


aur WD 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

“God . whom I serve with my 
spirit.” Materialists, masquerading un- 
der the Christian name, are prone to 
deny the personality of the human spirit. 
Many of these false teachers insist that 
“spirit” and “breath” are identical and 
that when the last breath is gone the 
spirit ceases to exist. Paul’s words here 
imply the very contrary. Suppose we 
should translate this expression, “God 
whom I serve with my breath”! What 
arrant nonsense this would be! The 
spirit is the real man with which is 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HO founded the church in Rome? 

2. In the light of Romans 15:20, 

why was Paul so anxious to go to Rome? 
(Acts 19:21.) 

3. The Gospel is here designated “the 
gospel of God” (v. 1). What are some 
of the other designations? 

4. How did the resurrection of Christ 
establish His divine Sonship? 

5. Why are grace and peace asked for 
us when we have already received them? 

6. Why should the faith of the Roman 
Christians be so widely spoken of? 
(Rom, 1:8.) 

7. What is significant about verse 12 
as a commentary on the last phrase of 
verse 11? 

8. What is remarkable about Paul’s ar- 
rival in Rome? 

9. What was admirable about the Ro- 
man brethren? / 

10. What does the last phrase in Acts 
(one word in the Greek) tell us? 


(Answers on page 214) 
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connected God-consciousness. To deny 
this is to bring man down to the level 
of the beasts that perish. 

“Preaching the kingdom of God.” It 
is important to see that the Kingdom of 
God as now proclaimed is the recogni- 
tion of the divine authority over the 
lives of all who are born again (John 
3:3). It is.not the establishment of a 
new world order, as many claim, for we 
read, “The kingdom of God is not meat 
and drink; but righteousness, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 
14:17). 


Summaries and Applications 

We say, “Man proposes; God disposes.” 
This is illustrated in Paul’s desire to go 
to Rome and the manner in which that 
desire was carried out. 

No circumstances daunted the spirit of 
the apostle, for he knew that Christ is 
the answer to all man’s questionings. 

The Acts closes with Paul a prisoner 
in Rome, but with liberty to proclaim 
the message committed to him. He 
turned a prison into an evangelistic cen- 
ter as he preached Christ for the world. 

God does not wait for believers to 
become saintly before He calls them 
saints. They are constituted saints by 
new birth; then are called upon to be- 
have in a saintly way. 

Paul was separated unto the Gospel 
of God. This Gospel is not good advice 
to be obeyed, but good news to be be- 
lieved. It is God’s glad tidings concerning 
the finished work of His Son, whereby 
redemption has been accomplished. 

Prayer fellowship is one of our highest 
privileges, yet one we are prone to neg- 
lect or underestimate. Paul assured the 
Roman believers of his prayers for them 
and entreated them to pray for him. 
This was reciprocal intercession, 


Winona LAKE, IND, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merciful 
Father, we thank Thee for the power 
exerted by the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
wherever people heartily receive it. 
We thank Thee for the changed lives, 
the brighter homes, and the purer soci- 
ety that follow the reception of the Gos- 
pel by any people. Help us to treasure 
our Christian heritage and never to de- 
spise or neglect Thy Book, Thy day, and 
Thy dear Son. May the churches and 
Sunday schools of this land be true to 
Thee and give forth Thy Word so tell- 
ingly that in every place young and old 
may turn to the Lord in great numbers. 
Send a revival, we each would pray, 
and let it begin in me. Where the Gos- 
pel is denied people, whether through 
lack of missionaries, or through opposi- 
tion in high places, make a way, Lcerd, 
for the Good News to reach all men 
everywhere. Be gracious to the sick of 
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our number, and to all who are in any 
distress send Thy comfort and aid. For- 
give our sins, and guide and guard us 
through a new week, for our Saviour’s 
sake. Amen, 


After the Lesson—Paul was not 
ashamed to take the Gospel to Rome, 
proud, mighty, but wicked Rome.. Paul 
had seen the Gospel making honest men 
of thieves, sober men of drunkards, mak- 





THE GOSPEL IS 


WHAT “*” NEED 


ALL 
ing the cruel to be kind and the un- 
clean to be pure. Rome needed such a 
power as that at work among her peo- 
ple, and so do we today, 

In 1790 some mutinous sailors of the 
ship Bounty settled in Pitcairn Island 
in the South Seas. Drunkenness, quar- 
reling, violence, and murder ran rife 
till at last all the native men and all the 
whites but one were killed or had died. 
Then a strange thing happened. That 
last white man, John Adams, found a 
Bible in a sailor’s chest. By reading it, 
he was converted, and at once taught 
Gospel truth to the native women and 
half-breed children. They, too, became 
Christians, and what had been a little 
hell on earth was turned into a little 
heaven on earth. When a ship called at 
the island years afterward, it was a 
peaceful, prosperous community. There 
was no liquor, no crime, and life and 
property were safe with high standards 
of Christian conduct prevailing. It was 
the power of the Gospel that made such 
a transformation, 

Do you know its power? Of a girl 
who had turned to the Lord, a playmate 
said, “I can tell Mary is a Christian, 
She plays like one. Before, she was 
selfish, and if things didn’t please her 
she would refuse to play. Now, if you 
take everything from her, she doesn’t 
get cross.” That, too, was the power 
of the Gospel, and the same power can 
make us so live that at work or play 
people will know us as belonging to 
Jesus Christ, 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Paul, a servant [or bondslave] of 
Jesus Christ .. .” (Rom. 1:1).—“To be 
a bondservant is terrible in the abstract. 
To be ‘Jesus Christ’s bondservant’ is 
Paradise, in. the concrete. Self-surren- 
der, taken alone, is a plunge into a cold 
void. When it is surrender to the ‘Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave him- 
self for me’ (Gal. 2:20), it is the bright 
home-coming of the soul to the seat and 
sphere of life and power. The liberty 
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of the Gospel is the silver side of the 
same shield whose side of gold is an 
unconditional vassalage to the liberat- 
ing Lord” (Bishop Moule). 

A sixteen-year-old girl was a chronic 
invalid. Her mother was a _ pleasure- 
loving woman, who could not endure 
the thought of spending so much time 
with her shut-in daughter. While the 
mother was traveling abroad on one oc- 
casion, she remembered the coming 
birthday of her daughter, and sent her 
a beautiful Italian vase. The trained 
nurse brought it to the girl, saying her 
mother had sent it so carefully that it 
arrived right on her birthday. After 
looking at its beauty for a moment, the 
girl turned to the nurse and said: “Take 
it away; take it away. O Mother, Mother, 
do not send me anything more; no books, 
no flowers, no vases, no pictures. Send 
me no more. I want you, YOU!” Are 
we as believers seeking merely to give 
our Redeemer things, when He wants 
us — spirit, soul, and body? 

“To all that be in Rome, beloved of 
God ...” (v. 7).—The Holy Spirit, look- 
ing down the vista of centuries and 
knowing the boastful claims of “apos- 
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tolic succession” which the Romanists 
would make, did not inspire any apostle 
to write the history of the founding of 
the church in Rome. No apostle’s name 
is associated with the beginning of that 
church. Paul had not been there as yet 
(see v. 13); and there is no record in 
Scripture of Peter’s ever having been 
there. The “strangers of Rome” who 
visited Jerusalem at Pentecost (Acts 2: 
10) could have carried the news of sal- 
vation back to Rome. Or, as has been 
suggested, some of the converts of Paul's 
missionary labors in Asia Minor could 
have started the work in Rome. But 
regardless of who founded the church in 
Rome (humanly speaking), all in it were 
loved of the apostle, and beloved of the 
Lord! 

Marvel of marvels, the same endear- 
ing term which is applied to the Son of 
God, “beloved” (Eph, 1:6), is here ap- 
plied to the sons of God! How little 
do we enter into and enjoy the deep 
love of God! 

When Nansen, the explorer, tried to 
measure the depth of the ocean in the 
Far North, he used a long measuring 
line; and when he discovered he had 
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not touched bottom, wrote in his record, 
“Deeper than that.” The next day he 
tried a longer line only to write again, 
“Deeper than that.” Several times he 
tried until finally he fastened all his 
lines together and let them down, but 
his record was like the first, “Deeper 
than that.” He left without knowing 
the depth of the ocean at that point ex- 
cept that it was deeper than so many 
thousands of feet. We may tie together 
all the measurements of love Known to 
us, and when lowered into the infinite 
ocean of God’s love toward us, our re- 
port will be: “Deeper than that!” 

So dear, so very dear to God, 

More dear I cannot be; 
The love wherewith He loves the Son, 
Such is His love to me! 

“I may be comforted together with you 

_.” (v. 12).—Some imagine the apos- 
tle was not wholly sincere in writing 
this; for “How,” ask they, “could he be 
comforted or encouraged by the faith of 
those younger and not so advanced as 
he?” 

The apostle is writing by divine in- 
spiration. He is one hundred per cent 
sincere. His statement presents no prob- 
lem at all. “Does not every true teacher 
know this in his own experience?” asks 
Bishop Moule. “If we are not merely 
lecturers on Christianity but witnesses 
for Christ, we know what it is to hail 
with deep thanksgivings the encourage- 
ment we have had from the lips of those 
who perhaps believed long after we did, 
and have. been far less advantaged out- 
wardly than we have been. We have 
known and blessed the encouragement 
carried to us by little believing children, 
and young men in their first faith, and 
poor old people.on their beds.” 

As we tread the narrow way, 
Together sing, together pray, 

What is sweeter here below 

Than the fellowship we know? 
Friendship, fellowship, and love, 
Blessed gifts from Heaven above, 
Glad am I that in God’s plan 
There was fellowship for man! 

“Whom when Paul saw, he .. . took 
courage” (Acts 28:15).—This is a strik- 
ing example of what has just been said. 
When. Christians from Rome came out 
on the Appian Way “as far as Appii 
forum, and The three taverns” to meet 
Paul, the. prisoner of the Lord, he was 
overjoyed. It was my privilege while 
visiting Rome to take a good walk on 
that famous Appian Way and ‘see the 
tombs and monuments — some of which 
are so ancient the apostle must have 
observed them on his way into Rome. 


“Preaching . .. and teaching those 
things which concern the Lord’ Jesus 
Christ” (v. 31).—Blessed occupation! 
Whether in prison or out of it he must 
preach and teach. The Lord blessed his 
Ministry to such an extent that even 
Members of Caesar’s household believed 
(Phil. 4:22). 


Wawona, CaLir. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, in this closing lesson of 

the first quarter we come to the 
climax of a great career. Paul the apos- 
tle, after more than thirty years of 
heroic crusading for Jesus Christ, 
reaches his final goal in Rome — at that 
time the world’s capital. Years before, 
he had set his heart upon carrying his 
message to the great world center. 
While on his way back to Jerusalem for 
the last time, he had said, “After I have 
been there, I must also see Rome” (Acts 
19:21). And while he was in Jerusalem, 
one night “the Lord stood by him, and 
said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou 
hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so 
must thou bear witness also at Rome” 
(Acts 23:11). 

Paul’s closing years in Rome con- 
stituted a great adventure which could 
only come into the life of a man with 
a consuming purpose and a holy zeal 
that could not be quenched. No amount 
of opposition or discouragement could 
kill his determination to tell the world 
that Jesus Christ came into the world, 
as the Son of God, and died to save 
sinners. He was as humble as a lamb, 
but he was also as fearless as a lion, 
“This one thing I do,” he said, “,. . I 
press toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil, 3:13, 14). He was in Rome when 
he wrote that to the Philippians, and 
it was from there just shortly before his 
death (doubtless by being beheaded) 
that he wrote to Timothy: “I am now 
ready to be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith: henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to 
me only, but unto all them also that 
love his appearing” (2 Tim, 4:6-8), 

There is one thing, fellows, I want 
you to note in this last episode of Paul’s 
life, for it is typical of the way God 
provides the means by which His trust- 
ing and faithful servants may do what 
would seem to be the impossible. Here 
was Paul, a prisoner in Rome, a prisoner 
charged with being a promoter of the 
Christian ‘religion, yet permitted under 
very favorable conditions to continue in 
preaching the Gospel. He was not confined 
behind jail bars, but allowed to live in 
“his own hired house” (Acts 28:16, 30), 
where he could receive company. And 
he had a lot of company: Jews, Phari- 
sees, priests, the common people, and 
all kinds of folks visited him — some 
seeking the truth, some merely out of 
curiosity; but they all had the Gospel 
preached, explained, and expounded to 
them. Some believed, some did not, 
But Paul got his word across to them, 
and no visitor could leave his “hired 
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house” without being strongly impressed, 
if not actually converted. 

Not only that, but Paul kept in touch 
with the many churches he had estab- 
lished in Asia and in Macedonia and in 
Greece. He sent out his personal rep- 
resentatives to them, instructing, admon- 
ishing, and encouraging them. He did 
a prodigious amount of work during 
those imprisonment years. It was from 
Rome that he wrote the wonderful Epis- 
tles to the Ephesians, Philippians, Colos- 
sians, and to Philemon, as also his pas- 
toral letters to Timothy and Titus, which 
form a large part of the New Testa- 
ment. What a man! Under such cir- 
cumstances others might have said: 
“Well, what further can I do? Here 
the Lord has permitted me to become a 
prisoner of His enemies; surely this is 
the end of my active ministry!” But 
not Paul. No, indeed. Rather this: “But 
I would ye should understand, brethren, 
that the things which happened unto me 
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have fallen out rather unto the further- 
ance of the gospel; so that my bonds in 
Christ are manifest in all the palace, 
and in all other places; and many of the 
brethren in the Lord, waxing confident 
by my bonds, are much more bold to 
speak the word without fear” (Phil. 1: 
12-14). 

You see, fellows, God sometimes per- 
mits a seeming handicap in order to give 
His servants a crowning success. Moses, 
a fugitive in the wilderness, finds the 
burning bush. Joseph, sold as a slave, 
becomes second ruler in Egypt and a 
savior to his race. Nehemiah, a captive 
in Babylon, rebuilds the walls of Jeru- 
salem—and you will find many other 
instances in God’s Word where success, 
amazing success, came out of apparent 
defeat — the greatest of all being the vic- 
tory of Calvary! 

So take a look at your handicap, what- 
ever it may be, and get down on your 
knees and say, “Dear Lord, just what 
do You want me to do about this?” 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach th Times three 
mionths in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed Jesson text. Readers are asked 
ta limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Dynamite !—I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth (Rom. 1:16, Golden Text). A 
man was sitting on a pile of planks near 
the Quirinal in Rome. At his feet lay 
a large package. A couple of officers, 
passing, noticed the bundle on the pave- 
ment. They stopped’ and asked what it 
contained, ever suspicious of infernal 
machines. “Dynamite!” said the man. 
The officers jumped. One of them gin- 
gerly seized the package, the other the 
man, and both were taken to the police 
headquarters. When the package was 
opened it was found to contain — Bibles! 
“Where is the dynamite?” inquired the 
officers. ““The word of God is quick, 
and powerful, and sharper than any two- 
edged sword,’” replied the colporteur. 
He was right. “Dynamic” is the exact 
Greek word that the sacred writer uses 
for “powerful.” The Bible is dynamite 
toward sin and all unrighteousness.— 
From the Homiletic Review. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


“Do It Again.”—A servant of Jesus 
Christ, called to be an apostle (Rom. 
1:1). There is a little chapel in Not- 
tingham, England, sacred to the memory 
of General William Booth, the founder 
of the Salvation Army. On the wall of 
that chapel there is a brass plaque com- 
memorating the fact that in that place 
this great man met’ Jesus Christ, his 
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Saviour and Lord. It is said that one 
day an attendant came into the church 
and found an elderly veteran of the Sal- 
vation Army in the uniform of his corps, 
his hair gray, his shoulders sagging with 
the years of strenuous labor for Christ. 
His eyes were fixed on the plaque. He 
was lost in thought. Finally becoming 
aware that there was another person 
in the chapel, he turned to the attendant 
and asked, “Is it all right to pray here?” 
The answer came quickly, “Of course, 
this is the house of prayer; go right 
ahead.” And so, dropping to his knees 
upon the stone flagging, the worn old 
hands were lifted up into the air, the 
face thrown back with intense earnest- 
ness, and the lips parted with an utter- 
ance that came from the heart. “O God, 
do it again! Do it again !"—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


Where Broken Hearts Are Cured.— 
Your faith is spoken of throughout 
the whole world (Rom. 1:8). There 
is a wonderful mission in Korea. One 
poor woman, living outside the town, 
heard what wonderful things hap- 
pened at this mission place where 
the name of Jesus was preached, so 
she walked into the town to attend 
the services. Not knowing where the 
mission hall was or by what name it 
was called, she asked if anyone could 
show her the way to the place where 
they cured the broken heart, and she 
was directed to the little mission. If 
men and women came as strangers into 
our town, and asked to be directed to the 
place where they cured the broken heart, 
would the people on our streets say: 
“I know the place you mean: it is the 
church yonder. The Healer of men, the 
Good Physician, is always there”?—From 
the Methodist Monthly. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


What We Reveal to Others.—Com- 
forted ... by the mutual faith both of 
you and me (Rom, 1:12). I was aboard 
a large air liner some time ago which 
ran into an extremely severe wind and 
rainstorm. Despite the size of the plane 
and the tremendous power of its four 
wasp motors, the ship was being tossed 
violently. A little nine-year-old fellow 
Was my seat companion. It was his first 
experience in the air, and he was des- 
perately afraid. Suddenly he looked up 
at me and said, “Are you afraid?” I 
smiled and replied, “No, this is real fun.” 
An immediate change came over the lit- 
tle chap — fear and tension left him. He, 
too, had fun. This taught me a real les- 
son in living. What he detected in my 
voice, what he discerned in my face, 
helped him over that rough spot in life. 
How many people during times of trial 
watch my face for what it may reveal, 
I do not know. This I do know—my 
face and my life must reveal to .those 
who observe me or need me, my faith in 
God.—From the Christian Advocate. 


& 
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Sent by William J. Hart, D.D., Lacona, 
oy 


Black Samaritans.—I am debtor both 
to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians 
(Rom, 1:14). Australia is accumulating 
a vital and somewhat unexpected debt 
as a result of the fighting in New 
Guinea. There the natives, who have 
been called by the troops “Black Sa. 
maritans,” have given their services ang 
even their lives to save wounded sol- 
diers. Here are extracts from letters: 
“I was wounded on the Owen Stanley 
track and was carried by natives from 
the forward area. The journey took 
about eleven days. Without the help 
of the natives, we boys on the stretchers 
would never have got through.” A medi- 
cal officer writes: “Above and over all, 
surpassing even the piled mountains in 
their heroic grandeur, are the native 
stretcher-bearers, ‘Sorry, taubada, sorry; 
they say, if their burden as much as 
groans at some unfavorable jar. Cau- 
tiously they go on, day by day, squatting 
around him at night to provide a little 
warmth and protection from the drench- 
ing rain, sleeping on their haunches, 
awake to the slightest sound foreign to 
the jungle — wiry, fuzzy-haired savages 
appearing as gentle angels.” As we 
talked with a sailor who had spent many 
months in the South Pacific, he was 
lavish in his praise of Christian natives 
on a score of islands, who have sacri- 
ficed to serve our men, all because other 
white men had brought them the Gospel 
of love—From World Dominion, in war- 
time. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. 


Who Won the Victory?—Preaching the 
kingdom of God, and teaching those 
things which concern the Lord Jesus 
Christ, with all. confidence, no man for- 
bidding him (Acts 28:31), Roland Hayes, 
the American Negro singer, was to sing 
in Berlin during the year 1924. The 
French officers were on the Rhine polic- 
ing it with Negro troops, German hatred 
of the Negro was intense. Hayes was 
warned not to go to Berlin; but he went. 
On the night of his performance he and 
his Negro accompanist took a closed cab 
to Beethoven Hall. At 8 p.m. they step- 
ped to the stage to be greeted by a 
barrage of hisses filled with hatred. That 
Was a new experience for Hayes, but he 
followed his usual custom. He stood 
quietly and prayed that the people might 
sense only God through him. During 
his prayer the hissing and stamping of 
feet continued. Then came a lull, and 
his pianist began playing Schubert's 
“Thou art my peace.” Quiet fell upon 
the crowd, and he continued his program 
to the end. At the close the applause was 
as prolonged as the hissing had been. “It 
was not a personal victory,” remarked 
Hayes, “but the presence and power of 
One greater than I am.”—From the Alli- 
ance Weekly. Sent by Howard G. Wil- 
cor, Kearney, Nebr. 
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Lesson for March 26 


Why Not Tell That First?—Teaching 
those things which concern the Lord 
Jesus (Acts 28:31). It is said when the 
Moravians began their mission in Green- 
land, they found the natives so ignorant 
that they decided to begin by educating 
them. The results were so utterly dis- 
appointing that they decided to leave. 
While waiting for a vessel, one of the 
missionaries began translating a portion 
of the Gospels and thought he would test 
his translation by reading it. After he 
had read of the sufferings and death of 
Jesus there was a period of silence, Then 
the chief rose and asked the missionary 
to read it again. When he had finished, 
the chief said: “What you read—is it 
true? You say, ‘It is true’? Then why 
did you not tell us that at first? You 
must not leave us now. We will listen 
to the words of the Man who suffered for 
us.” So the Cross conquered where edu- 
cation failed. The missionaries remained 
to see much fruit from their labors.— 
From the Evangelical Christian. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. Prize 
illustration. 

we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
CHRISTIANS IN THE WorLD’s CAPITAL 
T THE time of the Apostle Paul, the 
city of Rome had been the capital 
of the known world for two hundred 
years. It had a population of a million 
and a half, although about fifty per cent 
of these were slaves. The vast majority 
were Roman and Greek idolaters, though 
there were thousands of Jews ih one 
section. There also was a Christian 
church there when Paul wrote the Epis- 
tle to the Romans, 

For years -Paul had been longing to 
visit Rome to meet these believers, but 
the Lord had him preach the Gospel first 
in the many nearer places. His job was 
primarily to spread the knowledge of 
Christ where His name was unknown. 
Paul had been so faithful to his com- 
mission that he could say, “From Jeru- 
salem, and round about unto Illyricum, I 
have fully preached the gospel of Christ” 
(Rom. 15:19b. Show the extent of 
this on the map). Paul had witnessed 
everywhere in the East, in all the Greek 
cities and in all the barbarian wilds. 
Now at last he was going to Rome. 

Some have taught that the church of 
Rome was founded by the Apostle Peter, 
but there is no Scriptural foundation 
for that. Peter evidently remained in 
Jerusalem for many years after the Day 
of Pentecost. Furthermore, there is no 
mention of Peter at all in Paul’s Letter 
to the Roman church, although in the 
last chapter he does mention twenty-six 
of his friends in Rome. 

When Paul was in Corinth on his ‘way 
back to Jerusalem from his third mis- 
sionary journey, he wrote his letter to 
the church of Rome. A Christian woman 
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named Phebe, who lived in Cenchrea, 
a suburb of Corinth, was going to Rome 
on business. Pau] took this opportunity 
to send them the Epistle now known to 
us as Romans. 

Turn to Romans 15: 22-26 and you will 
see that Paul definitely planned to go to 
Rome after he had delivered the money 
given by the Gentiles to the poor of 
Jerusalem. But you remember he was 
arrested as soon as he reached Jerusa- 
lem because the Jews supposed that he 
had taken a Gentile into the Temple. 

Before we finish Acts and see Paul 
established in Rome, let us read some of 
the first chapter of Romans since that 
was written earlier. Read Romans 1:1 
and then verse 7. Paul refers to the 
Christians of Rome as “beloved of God,” 
and in the last chapter we find that many 
of them were also beloved by Paul, 

Now read verse 8 and see what the 
Roman Christians were noted for. Some 
groups have been known for undesirable 
things such as quarreling. Would it not 
be lovely to be known for your faith? 
When Paul heard reports of their faith, 
it is no wonder that he wished to visit 
them. Read verses 9 to 12 and find out 
what Paul longed to do for the Roman 
church. Verses 13 to 15 tell another rea- 
son for which Paul wanted to go to 
Rome. What was it? 

Verse 16 tells why the Apostle Paul 
was so eager to preach the Gospel every- 
where and especially in the capital city 
of the world. He had seen the lives of 
those who accepted the Gospel of Christ 
completely transformed by the power of 
God. Is your life such a testimony to 
the new life in Christ that all who know 
you are-“not ashamed of the gospel’? 

Do you remember from last Sunday's 
lesson that the Lord told Paul he was 
to go and witness for Him in Rome? 
After that Paul knew that he would 
really get there, although he did not 
know how it would be done. Two years 
later, when Festus asked him if he was 
willing to go to Jerusalem to be tried, 
Paul answered, “I appeal unto Cesar.” 
That meant that he wished to be sent 
to Rome for trial. This was his right as 
a free-born Roman citizen. Festus an- 
swered, “Hast thou appealed unto 
Cesar? unto Cesar shalt thou go.” And 
so Paul was sent to Rome. 

Acts 27 is about Paul’s voyage. It is 
a thrilling story. I wish we had time 
to read it in class. Be sure to read it 
at home; also the first part of Acts 28, 
which gives some of his adventures on 
the island where he was shipwrecked. 

Now we must go on to Acts 28:14, 15. 
These Christian men from Rome had 
walked forty-three miles to meet and 
welcome Paul and his party at Appii 
Forum. See the love among the early 
Christians! What else were these Ro- 
man Christians known for? No wonder 
Paul thanked God and took courage 
when he met them! Perhaps some of 
those who came were his relatives or 
the friends whom he mentions in the 
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last chapter. Let us read Romans 16: 
3-15 and see the loving word Paul had 
for each of his personal friends. At 
least three of these were Paul’s rela- 
tives. You girls will also be interested 
to know that at least six of those men- 
tioned were women. 


The Book of Acts closes leaving Paul 
at Rome, a prisoner, but serving the 
Lord continually. Read the last two 
verses of Acts. In Romans 1:10-12, 
which we read earlier this morning, Paul 
wrote that he was praying for a pros- 
perous journey to come to them. And 
also that he desired that the Roman 
Christians and he might have the oppor- 
tunity to encourage one another. His 
journey had seemed anything but pros- 
percus on the way, but as he thought 
of all the people who had been saved 
as a result of the voyage and all the 
Christians who had been helped, he must 
have felt that his prayer was answered. 
And although a prisoner at Rome there 
is no doubt that the last part of his 
prayer was also answered and he had 
opportunity while at Rome to encourage 
the Christians and to preach the Gospel. 
Furthermore, from this Roman impris- 
onment Paul wrote epistles which have 
enriched the church ever since and 
which are a part of the eternal Word 
of God. 


Preparation for next time: Eight 
flannel-backed strips, Acts 21 to 28, and 
eight chapter titles such as: Paul’s Ar- 
rest, Paul’s Defence Before the Crowd, 
Before the Council, Before Felix, Before 
Festus, Before Agrippa, Paul’s Voyage, 
Paul at Rome. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Paul Preaching From Prison 
(Acts 28:14b-24, 30, 31) 


SHIP was ready to sail. Governor 

Festus put Paul and certain other 
prisoners on board in charge of an army 
officer, At last Paul was off to see Rome! 
Not that he cared about seeing the city, 
but he did want to see the Christians 
there, and preach the Gospel in the great 
capital of the world. He had written 
the Roman Christians a letter two years 
before, saying he hoped to come there 
next after going to Jerusalem (Rom. 
15:25, 28). But, what had happened to 
him in Jerusalem? And now for two 
years he had been’a prisoner. At last 
his prayer was answered. He was go- 
ing to Rome—but as a prisoner. Im- 
agine having to wear chains because you 
were a Christian! But Paul was not 
ashamed. “I am not ashamed of the gos- 
pel of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth” (Rom. 1:16, Memory Verse). 


It was a hard trip, not only because 
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Paul was a prisoner and could not do 
what he wanted, but because of a ter- 
rible storm. The ship was wrecked, but 
the passengers got to shore on an island, 
They spent the winter there. (Draw 
dotted line from Caesarea to Malta.) In 
the spring they were on their way again. 
As soon as they landed in Italy, they 
found Christians to stay with. When 
the Roman Christians heard that Paul 
was coming, they walked miles to meet 
him and welcome him. How that 
cheered his discouraged heart! “He 
thanked God, and took courage.” At 
last he reached Rome. (Continue dotted 
line to Rome.) 

Paul was chained to a soldier so he 
could not escape. But he could have 
company. Taking only one day to rest, 
Paul called the leaders of the Jews who 
lived at Rome to come to him. He ex- 
plained to them why he was a prisoner. 
They were curious to know more about 
the Christian beliefs, so a day was set. 
Many Jews came, and Paul explained to 
them all day long what their Bible said 
about Christ. As always, “some believed 
the things whick were spoken, and some 
believed not.” Paul warned them: “You 
won't believe and be saved. But the 
Gentiles will hear and believe.” 

Two more years Paul remained a pris- 
oner before Emperor Nero heard his 
case. He who had walked so many miles 
and had so many adventures now had 
to remain within four walls, chained to 
a soldier — very likely often a rough sol- 
dier, who might slap him around. God’s 
ways are strange, but He uses all things 
for good, even prison days. What did 
Paul do during those days? Six boys 
and girls will tell us what they found 
from the references given them. (1) 
Acts °28:30, 31. (2) Philippians 1:12, 13; 
4:22. (3). Philemon 10. Unless the re- 
porter knows the story back of this 
verse, the teacher will need to explain 
that the runaway slave was converted 
by Paul. (4) The end of each epistle 
from Galatians to Colossians, also Phile- 
mon. Explain the way in which Paul’s 
letters were written by dictation. Note 
Colossians 4:18a, (5) Ephesians 1:15-17; 
Philippians 1:3, 4, 9; Colossians 2:3; 2 
Timothy i:3; Philemon 4. Donald, what 
does your reference (6, ending of 2 Tim.) 
show? All that the Bible tells of Paul’s 
trial before the Emperor is what he tells 
in his letter (2 Tim. 4:16, 17). But other 
writers show that he was then set free, 
traveled to Spain, and was again impris- 
oned. But no doubt, he continued to say 
Romans 1: 16. 

What a bold, brave Christian Paul 
was! Think of his preaching Christ 
even to wicked Emperor Nero, who 
could send him to be eaten by lions! 
Second Timothy 4:17 tells what made 
Paul brave. What about us, boys and 
girls? Are we ashamed of the Gospel 
of Christ? 


Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


PICTURE of a prison would be good 

for the flannel board today. Paul 
has arrived at Rome, and is in prison. 
It is not certain whether Paul was freed 
and went on some travels and was ar- 
rested a second time, but it would seem 
from a careful study of his writings and 
the Acts, that such was the case. We 
do know that for two years he lived 
in his own hired house and taught all 
who came into his life. Whether he 
was in prison or free, Paul says he was 
always the prisoner of Jesus Christ. He 
loved his Lord so much that he could 
not think of doing anything but serving 
Him; he was His servant always, bound 
to Him by chains of love. 

When Paul was a prisoner in the 
prison at Rome, one of the ways they 
kept their prisoners safe was to bind 
them to their guard, so that, awake or 
asleep, the prisoner could not move 
without the guard’s knowing it. That 
would be awful. What do you think? 
How would you like to be tied to an- 
other child, so you could never go any- 
where without your guard? But do you 
know what Paul did? He told his guards 
all about his experience on the Damas- 
cus Road, and his visions from the Lord, 
and how Jesus Christ saved him, the 
chief among sinners because he had per- 
secuted the Christians, 

One of the things that may surprise 
us in Heaven will be the number of men 
that are there because they were Paul’s 
guards in that Roman prison. And so 
many times when something happens 
to us, not nearly as bad as being in 
prison, we just sit down and wilt, and 
say we can’t do a: thing for the Lord 
until we get on our feet again. And 
maybe’ the Lord let us have misfortune 
to test us and see if we really do love 
Him. I meet people who say, “Yes, I 
used to be a Sunday school superintend- 
ent, but we moved here and I have to 
work seven days a week to make a liv- 
ing. I can’t even come to Sunday school, 
I haven't time. If God had wanted me 
to keep in Sunday school He should have 
seen to it that I found a better job.” 
I've heard that story more than once. 
But it isn’t true. No child of God has 
to cheat God out of His share of his 
time, and God cannot bless him as long 
as he is doing this. The fault is not 
God’s, but his own. He is not trusting 
God, or serving Him, « 

We have a great Memory Verse to- 
day. “I am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth.” How many of us have been 
ashamed of the Gospel? Oh, no, we were 
not ashamed, we just did not have the 
courage to speak out when the name of 
Jesus Christ was being insulted. We 
haven’t said anything about the Lord to 
our friends and schoolmates, because 
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they might laugh at us. Down in our 
hearts, we are not ashamed of the Gos- 
pel, we are ashamed of ourselves for 
being such cowards, don’t you think? 

There are so many ways even a child 
can give out the Gospel, even if he is 
too timid to say anything. You can get 
many Gospel tracts to give to people 
you meet. You can get Gospels of John 
to give away. You can ask people to 
listen to Gospel broadcasts. You chil- 
dren tell some other child to be sure to 
listen to the Lone Ranger, why not tell 
them to be sure to listen to the Fuller 
broadcast? 

God’s Word is more powerful than 
anything we can say, yet we talk so 
much and use His Word so little. If 
you were building a house and had a 
power saw right at hand, but you 
wouldn't use it; you insisted on sawing 
every piece of lumber by hand, and with 
a dull saw, what would anybody that 
knew you, think about you? They would 
be arguing with you, trying to persuade 
you to use the power saw. Behind your 
back, they would be touching their 
heads, and nodding to each other, “Not 
just right up here.” But that is exactly 
what we do about trying to lead others 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. We insist on 
using our little, dull saw of reason and 
logic and persuasion instead of using 
God’s two-edged sword, His Word. What 
about our heads? Or is it our hearts? 
Do we really believe what God says 
about His Word? 

If every Primary child would begin 
giving out God’s Word every day, there 
is no way of telling how many souls 
would be saved. Why don’t you do it? 
Some of you have fathers and mothers 
that are not saved. Learn your Memory 
Verses each Sunday and go home and 
tell them to your family. Be one of 
God’s Gospel messengers everywhere 
you go. But you must have Christ for 
your Saviour first. 


FELTON, CALIF, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 209) 


1. We have no certain word, but it 
seems to have been a development from 
the contacts of Roman travelers with 
the Gospel before any apostle reached 
there. See Acts 2:10, and the list in 
Romans 16:3-15, known to Paul, 

2. To make sure of the foundations. 
See Romans 1:11, 12, 15. 

3. “The gospel of his Son” (v, 9); “the 
gospel of Christ” (Rom, 15:19); “the gos- 
pel of your salvation” (Eph. 1:13); “the 
gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20: 
24); “my gospel” (Rom, 2:16); the “gos- 
pel of the kingdom” (Matt. 24:14); “the 
gospel of peace” (Eph. 6:15); “the ever- 
lasting gospel” (Rev. 14:6). 

4. By way of definition only. The 
Sonship is an eternal reality. : 
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5. Because there are ever new meas- 
ures of grace and peace to be realized 
(Jas, 4:6; Rom..5:1, R.V.). 

6. No doubt because of the quality and 
poldness of it, and because it was mak- 
ing itself felt in the very seat of the 
empire. 

7. Whatever blessing we bring to 
others comes back in blessing to our- 
selves. 2 

8. He arrived more as a conqueror 
than as a prisoner, treated with defer- 
ence and greatly rejoicing (Acts 28:14- 
16). 

9. They did not stand aloof from Paul 
because he was a prisoner, but came out 
to meet him boldly. Are we ashamed 
of Jesus? 

10. That “the word of God is not 
pound” by restrictions laid upon God’s 
servants. 

WuHeatTon, ILL, 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 26 


4. Evangelize Through Church Vocations 
(Rom. 10:9-15; Eph. 4:8, 11, 12) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HIS fourth and final topic under the 

over-all theme of evangelism as 
“The Greatest Work in the World” will 
necessarily, at some points, overlap the 
three topics that have preceded it. In 
the consideration of the various ways of 
“Spreading the Good News Today,” the 
topic for March 12, it was necessary to 
include preaching and teaching and the 
work of the young people’s societies, all 
of which must.also be taken into account 
when we consider church vocations, 
Likewise, the thought of our own per- 
sonal responsibility to win others for 
Christ must also enter into any consid- 
eration of “Evangelizing Through Church 
Vocations.” 

ve 


Perhaps this week’s topic will be more 
clearly understood by the young people 
in your group, if it is made plain that 
what is referred to here as “church vo- 
cations” are primarily those forms of 
activity that are sometimes called “full- 
time Christian service.” A distinction 
is made and a change in terminology 
is employed on the ground that every 
true Christian should be in “full-time” 
Christian service, constantly on the alert 
to win others for Christ and to live a 
life that is pleasing to Him. Not all, 
however, have the qualifications for or 
the opportunities to serve in a Christian 
vocation. This week’s topic is designed 
to present to Christian young people 
who are choosing their lifework, the 
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claims and challenges of full-time 
service in the ministry, on the mission- 
ary field, in Christian education, dnd the 
like, under the various boards and divi- 
sions of their own particular denomina- 
tion. 

%& 

You will need the help of your pastor 
in securing information as to the various 
needs and opportunities found in your 
particular denomination, and you will 
do well to help your group to under- 
stand that a wide variety of opportu- 
nities present themselves to those who 
are willing to seek God’s direction and 
guidance in finding the particular place 
He has designed for them. Not all can 
be good preachers or pastors, but oppor- 
tunities for evangelism come to Chris- 
tian teachers and doctors and nurses, 
all of which are greatly needed in most 
church institutions, 


4 


Similarly, young people with business 
training or experience have often found 
opportunities for full-time service in 
church ofganizations, and have thus 
made a valuable contribution to the 
work of spreading the Gospel. Not long 
ago a missionary doctor came to America 
to present a real need for a consecrated 
architect and engineer who could super- 
vise the building of a hospital on the 
foreign field. Many mission stations 
have felt the need of young people who 
were thoroughly trained in agriculture, 
to teach converts, cut loose from heathen 
practices and activities, better ways of 
producing food, and thus becoming self- 
supporting. 

we 

One word of caution is needed, how- 
ever. It is sometimes possible to choose 
a second best instead of God's best. One 
young man of some musical ability. con- 
fessed in a conference that he had been 
hiding behind his cornet, looking upon 
his playing for Christian conferences as 
his Christian service rather than facing 
up on God's call to him to the ministry. 


The great principle that needs to be 
emphasized over and over again in this 
matter of seeking God’s will for life 
service is that, first of all, we have sur- 
rendered completely to Him our own 
plans and our own preconceived ideas 
of what we would like to do, and then 
that we are definitely asking Him to 
show us His will and expecting Him to 
do just this for us. Sometimes He will 
lead us into the very type of service 
that we have been longing to do. Some- 
times He will give us the desire of our 
heart by completely changing our ideas 
and implanting in our heart a new de- 
sire to do something that we have not 
thought possible before. Whichever way 
He leads us, we may be certain that the 
place of His choice, whether it be a 
full-time church vocation or a job that 
enables us to spend only part of our 
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Make your teaching come alive by using this 
fine material. 
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A monthly magazine for teachers of boys 
and girls. Contains new lessons, methods, 
songs, and suggestions. Keep your class 
active and enthusiastic by using these valu- 
able helps. Price 75 cents per year; 85 cents 
foreign.’ Write for sample. 


BIBLE CLUB MOVEMENT 1505 Race St., Phila. 2, Pa. 


What Will Bring Revival? 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of Great Commission Prayer League 
Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 
Preacher and layman will profit 
much by the reading of this excel- 

lent presentation. 
25 cents, postpaid 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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time in Christian service, will be the 
place in which we can be truly happy 
and in which He can bless us, as He 
can never do as long as we insist on 
having our own way and doing our own 
will. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
ve 


‘With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





“The New Testament, 
a Translation in the Language 
of the People” 


By Charles B. Williams. Reprint, 
1949. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $3.) 


N EXCELLENT, accurate translation 

in delightfully clear and readable 
modern English, prepared by a well- 
trained scholar who believes the Gospel. 
The introduction says, “Dr. C. B. Wil- 
liams received his Ph.D. from Chicago 
University, having majored in Greek 
New Testament. .. .”; and the publishers 
in their preface state: 

“Many evangelical Christians have 
wished for a modern, easy-reading trans- 
lation prepared by a scholar who be- 
lieves, as they do, that the entire Bible 
is the Word of God. The publishers are 
happy to be able to present this volume 
in ,answer to that long-felt need.” 

Judging from the fact that the author 
“was ordained a minister of the Gospel 
over fifty years ago,” it may be assumed 
that he received his graduate training 
at Chicago before the extreme radical 
liberalism of our day became fismly en- 
trenched in that institution. 

One naturally looks for key passages 
to see whether the translator has been 
fair with the text. The following sam- 
plings indicate genuine care and fidelity: 

“. . . Christ has come, who is over 
all, God blessed forevermore. Amen!” 

(Rom. 9:5.) 

“.. . our God and Saviour 

Christ .. .” (2 Pet. 1:1). 

. our blessed hope at the rlorious 
appearing of our great God and Sav- 
jour Christ Jesus .. .” (Titus 2:13). 

In these and other passages a Modernist 
is inclined to twist the syntax so as to 
avoid the fact that Christ is called God 
by the New Testament writers. This 
translator is true to the original text. 

Where the authors of the new “Re- 
vised Standard Version” have altered 
the text without the slightest manuscript 
evidence, so as to obscure the doctrine 
of the Lord’s pre-existence, the doctrine 
of the pre-existence of Christ, indicated 


Jesus 
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by the statement that “the Lord” brought 
Israel out of Egypt (Jude 5), is ac. 
curately presented in this version. 

It is always possible to criticize, and 
especially in the case of a private trans- 
lation. (Many of us are praying ear- 
nestly that the Lord may provide the 
means for a modern English translation 
by a large competent committee of 
Bible-believing scholars who can assist 
one another and check up on details as 
no individual can possibly do.) For ex. 
ample, I feel quite strongly that it is 
a mistake to translate Hebrews 2:11, 

. both He who is purifying them and 
those who are being purified all spring 
from one Father .. .” True, the word 
“one” in the genitive singular has ex- 
actly the same form in the masculine and 
in the neuter genders. The word 
“Father” is not in the text. The in- 
spired writer simply said “are all of 
one,” without specifying to what “one” 
refers. It is grammatically possible to 
construe the word in the masculine gen- 
der, and thus to imply that the word 
“Father” was in the author’s mind. How- 
ever, it is contrary to the viewpoint of 
Scripture to identify the Sonship of 
Christ with the sonship of believers. I 
am firmly convinced that the word 
should be construed in the neuter gen- 
der, and that the phrase should be trans- 
lated “are all cf one order,” referring 
to the statement in the context that He 
took to Himself “flesh and blood.” I 
should criticize also “sacrifice of recon- 
ciliation,” as a translation of the word 
properly rendered “propitiation” in Ro- 
mans 3:23. These, however, are matters 
of judgment in which the translator has 
certainly not intended to distort the 
meaning of the original. 

The introductory notes preceding the 
several books give valuable historical 
information. The traditional authorship 
is upheld in every case, though one could 
wish that the translator had been, more 
positive in some instances. For example, 
the author of 2 Peter identifies himself 
as the Simon Peter who was with Christ 
on the Mount of Transfiguration. The 
introductory sentence, “The author is 
usually thought to be the apostle Peter, 
although many scholars either deny or 
doubt it,” is weak, though of course un- 
intentionally so. In the author’s own 
preface he says, “At the close of the 
translation are added suggestive notes 
to explain difficult passages and to make 
clearer many historical, social, and re- 
ligious references.” No such notes ap- 
pear in this edition. Probably they have 
been dropped by the present publisher. 

Of special note is the translator’s skill 
in rendering the shades of meanings of 
the tenses of the Greek verbs. See espe- 
cially the following instances: 

“Whatever you forbid on earth must 
be what is already forbidden in 
Heaven” (Matt. 16:19). 

“Whoever practices sin belongs to 
the Devil. , . . No ome born of God 
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makes a practice of sinning” (1 John 
3:8, 9). 

“ .. believe the deeds, that you may 
come to know and continue to know 
that the Father is in union with me 
and I am in union with the Father” 
(John 10:38). 

The reading and reviewing of this 
work is a delight and a blessing. It is 
to be heartily commended. 


The Jesus of the Parables. By Charles 
W. F. Smith. (Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia 7; $3.) The parabolic teaching of 
Christ has, throughout the centuries, 
been a source of great fascination and 
interest for scholars. The books which 
have been written on this theme are 
without number. Yet any new attempt 
to explain this aspect of our Lord’s 
ministry is always welcomed, and it is 
likely that many will turn to this pres- 
ent work with great enthusiasm. They 
will find here an interesting and rather 
novel approach to the subject, and some 
helpful interpretations of the teaching 
of Christ. Unfortunately, they will also 
find much that is contrary to the Bible’s 
own claims as to its inspiration, and the 
total effect on any evangelical believer 
will likely be genuine disappointment. 

The author’s basic thesis is that the 
key to understanding Christ’s parables 
is an appreciation of the circumstances 
under which they were spoken. It 
would be hard to quarrel with this, since 
any text can only be understood in the 
light of its context. Pressing his posi- 
tion further, he claims that Christ used 
His parables as weapons, in dealing with 
specific situations, and that the tendency 
of scholars throughout the ages has been 
to interpret the parables in the light 
of church history, rather than in view 
of the local situation in which the truth 
was first uttered. This expansion of 
Smith’s thesis is, to say the least, debat- 
able, but it must be said that the author 
gives stimulating and helpful interpre- 
tations of certain of the parables. 

Nevertheless, his whole attitude 
toward Scripture will be thoroughly 
unacceptable to any real believer, and 
any good that the book may otherwise 
possess is completely outweighed by the 
high-handed way in which he deals with 
the Biblical text. He does not trust the 
Scriptural record as we have it, and 
Seems to feel that the Gospels are full 
of “later accretions” (p. 142), He claims 
that Christ adapted Himself to “the 
current Jewish lore concerning evil 
Spirits” (p. 216). The author arbitrarily 
rejects certain Scriptural passages (pp. 
54, 61, 92, 119), and even denies that 
Christ claimed to be the Messiah (pp. 
53, 301). Speaking of certain parables, 
he says, “The introductions are prob- 
ably the work of the Evangelists, or 
the deposit of tradition” (p. 82). Many 
other quotations could be cited (the 
margins of the reviewer’s copy are lib- 
erally sprinkled with question marks!), 
but perhaps enough evidence has al- 
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ready been adduced to show that, for 
‘all his commendable desire to find the 
true meaning of various passages, the 
author has made his own task impossible 
of satisfactory fulfillment because of the 
arbitrary, not to say irreverent, way in 
which he deals with the Word of God. 
His work cannot therefore be looked 
upon as a constructive contribution . to 
the great body of literature on the 
parables. 


Concerning Infants in Heaven. By 
John Linton. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.) A truly 
delightful treatise on a subject of uni- 
versal interest, this volume is, first of 
all, a message of confident hope to be- 
reaved parents. It is also of value to 
any of the Lord’s workers who are called 
upon to bring comfort to the hearts of 
those whose infants have been taken 
from them in death, or who are parents 
of a child deformed or subnormal in 
any way. The author is tender, and yet 
cuts away props from under mere senti- 
mentality. The development of the 
theme is both logical and Scriptural. 
The pastor of the Wheaton Bible’Church 
says, “To my mind his position is un- 
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assailable.” We would agree, with the 


one qualifying thought that the work/ 


is not exhaustive and therefore does not 

bring to bear all the pertinent facts or 
answer all the questions that arise in 
our hearts from statements of the Scrip- 
tures. Despite this fact this little book 
gives a satisfying and heart-warming 
answer to the questions it poses, some 
of which questions are: “Do infants 
go to Heaven?” “Do infants grow to 
maturity in Heaven?” “With what body 
will infants come forth at the resurrec- 
tion?” 

The Pilgrim’s Progress. By John Bun- 
yan. (Pickering & Inglis, Ltd., Glasgow, 
C. 2, Scotland. May be had from Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York 10; $2.25.) 
In 1652, John Bunyan was aroused from 
a state of comparative indifference to 
religion by the preaching of a Noncon- 
formist minister named John Gifford. 
The following year he was baptized in 
the River Ouse and became a member 
of Mr. Gifford’s congregation in Bed- 
ford. In 1657 he began to preach pub- 
licly. Upon the restoration of Charles 
II to. the throne, in 1660, the state’s atti- 
tude toward Nonconformists became 
harsh, and Bunyan, arrested the same 
year, spent most of the next twelve 
years in the Bedford Gaol. Here, in 
1670, he began to write “The Pilgrim’s 
Progress,” an allegory in the form of two 
dreams. In Part I (the first dream) he 
recounts the pilgrimage of a man named 
Christian from the City of Destruction, 
through the Slough of Despond, to the 
Wicket-Gate which gives entrance to a 
straight and narrow way, and by this 
way to Mount Zion and the Celestial City. 
With some obvious exceptions the mate- 
rial of this narrative is drawn from the 
Christian experience of the author. 

Bunyan was finally release@ in 1672. 
He devoted the rest of his life to preach- 
ing, being directly responsible for the 
establishment of many Baptist congre- 
gations in the region of Bedford. In 
1678 Part I of “The Pilgrim’s Progress” 
was published. Six years later, Part 
II (the second dream), appeared. In 
this sequel, a Mr. Sagacity appears to 
the author in a dream and relates how 
Christiana, Christian’s widow, her four 
sons, and her friend named Mercy set 
out on the same journey made by Chris- 
tian in Part I. After the Pilgrims have 
crossed the Slough of Despond and be- 
fore they knock at the Wicket Gate, 
“Mr. Sagacity left me to dream out my 
dream by myself.” The Pilgrims pass 
all the landmarks of Christian’s jour- 
ney. Their experiences sometimes re- 
semble his, and sometimes they are 
different. 

The language of “The Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress” is that of the common man—a 
language unadorned, virile, succinct. 
Before his period of spiritual conflict 
John Bunyan, whose education had been 
meager, had apparently read little. After 

, according to evidence which we 
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have, his reading was largely confined 
to George Foxe’s “History of the Acts 
and Monuments of the Christian Church” 
(published in 1563) and the Bible. A 
mere glance at several pages of “The 
Pilgrim’s Progress” will furnish enough 
evidence in the form of the sentence and 
paragraph, in the echoes and quotations, 
in borrowed facts and in references, to 
prove that he knew the Bible thor- 
oughly. 

“The Pilgrim’s Progress” was a suc- 
cess from the first edition of Part I, 
in 1678. The younger reader found in 
it a wealth of vivid details and of rap- 
idly unfolding action. More mature 
readers found an allegorical depiction, 
by symbolic persons and edifying dis- 
courses, of the experiences, the thoughts, 
the “concerns” of his own life, the pro- 
fusion of the matter inviting and re- 
warding numerous rereadings. This is 
not surprising, since the material was 
drawn almost entirely from twenty 
years of Bunyan’s own life and since it 
is presented with an honest sincerity sel- 
dom, if ever, equaled, certainly never 
surpassed. 


Ezekiel the Prophet. By H. A. Iron- 
side, Litt.D. (Loizeaux Bros., Inc., New 
York 10; $3.) There are many who know 
Ezekiel’s name who probably do not 
know his Book. Dr. Ironside has writ- 
ten a running commentary on the work 
of this most neglected prophet that will 
be especially useful to any whose knowl- 
edge of this part of the Bible is limited. 

There is a brief chapter for each of 
the forty-eight chapters of Ezekiel, and 
the complete text is quoted in the Ameri- 
ean Standard Version. Taking a sec- 
tion at a time, Dr. Ironside comments 
briefly and modestly. He helps us to 
see more clearly that God’s grace does 
not annul or set aside God’s government: 
that the Lord is still on His throne as 
Ruler over the nations; that nations as 
well as individuals reap what they sow; 
that the nation of Israel still has a 
special place in God’s plan and will in 
His time be restored to Him and their 
land. 

The book is quite free of flights of 
imagination or fanciful interpretation. 
In fact, Dr. Ironside seems at times to 
be leaning backward in his attempt to 
exercise restraint in suggesting possible 
meanings. He freely admits, in several 
instances, that he does not know what 
a specific passage under consideration 
signifies. He knows what some have 
taught, but in all honesty says, for him- 
self, that he does not know. Anyone 
who -has specialized in a study of the 
prophets may, therefore, at times be dis- 
appointed. 


The Boy From Northfield. By Harry J. 
Albus. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.) A classic 
for the Junior-age young people, fas- 
cinating and heart-warming, this life 
story of Dwight L., Moody from the 
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gifted pen of Harry Albus fills a real 
need. There have been many fine bio- 
graphical works about the great evange- 
list, but this is one geared for the young 


reader. The material selected has been 
chosen with discriminating taste and 
woven into a moving account that is 


both accurate and revealing as to the 
life and character of Moody. There is 
challenge and inspiration in every chap- 
ter, and one cannot help but reach a 
deeper appreciation, not only for the 
man Moody, but also for the wonders of 
any life wholly given into the hands 
of the Lord. As the publisher states, 
this work will help provide an excel- 
lent stepping stone toward the adult 
field of Christian biography. 


Glimpses of Glory. By William Ford. 
(Loizeaux Bros., Inc., New York 10; 
$1.50.) Nearly sixty years’ experience 
of teaching and preaching the Word of 
God lie behind these spiritual medita- 
tions. Mr. Ford has been on the faculty 
of the Colorado School of the Bible in 
Denver for twelve years. His utterances 


show a mature familiarity with the 
Scriptures and are deeply devotional. 
There are twenty’ subjects, briefly 


treated, many of them centering upon 
the person of our Lord. “The Christ 
of Glory,” “The Glory of the King,” and 
“The Glorious Christ,” are some of the 
themes which bring to the reader re- 
freshing glimpses of the glory of the 
Lord. 


The Spontaneous Expansion of the 
Church and the Causes Which Hinder It. 
By Roland Allen. (World Dominion 
Press, Mildmay Park, London N., 1, Eng. 
May be had from World Dominion 
Movement, Inc., 156 Fifth Ave., New 
York 10; $2.) This is a classical discus- 
sion of the problems of foreign missions, 
especially of the Church of England and 
of older missionary societies that have 
ceased to expand to any large extent. 
The more recent faith missions, which 
have sprung up in the last generation 
and which are extending in ever-widen- 
ing area, follow Mr. Allen’s line in gen- 
eral. 

What are his recommendations? 
Larger, in fact, entire, self-government 
among native Christians: responsibility 
for evangelism placed on native Chris- 
tians; the ending of subsidy to native 
workers: the reduction of machinery and 
organization both at home and abroad 
to a minimum; abandonment of expendi- 
ture for higher and secular education. 

These changes in policy, events in 
Asia indicate, may be forced on the mis- 
sion churches in the near future. It is 
encouraging to learn what may be the 
result in China, for example, from what 
happened in Madagascar before 1870, at 
a time when missionaries had been 
forced to withdraw and native Christians 
were subjected to severe persecution: 

“At the close of a quarter of a century 
of persecution, the followers of Christ 
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had multiplied tenfold. Then, with the 
return of missionaries, followed an ex- 
tensive expansion of institutional life 
with hundreds of schools, a theological 
college, memorial churches, and the like, 
during twenty-five years. But there was 
then no corresponding ingathering of 
converts.” 

The inference is that the Spirit of God 
moves with little regard for institutional 
activities on which men place so much 
emphasis. Mr. Allen calls for a return 
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The regular chapel 
exercises are often oc- 
casions of great bless- 
ing. Dr. Jessop speak- 
ing, with carefully 
trained Chapel Choir 
in background. 


HIGHLY 
ACCREDITED 


HE work at C.E.!. is of such uni- 

formly high quality that the following 
agencies rate it favorably. Listed in the 
1949 bulletin ‘Accredited Higher Institu- 
tions," of the United States Office of Edu- 
cation, it is also accredited by the Accred- 
iting Association of Bible Institutes and 
Bible Colleges, Collegiate Division. Recog- 
nized by the United States Government as 
a Theological School, and approved by 
the Illinois State Department of Education 
and the United States Government for 
training of Veterans under Public Laws 
346 and 16. It is also authorized by the 
United States Department of Justice for 
the training of foreign students. 
C.E.1.'s objective is a Bible-centeted cur- 
ritulum taught by a consecrated Faculty; 
a Christ-centered, spirit-filled experience; 
and a School of Practice, giving complete 
familiarity with all phases of practical 
Chtistian service, Write for Catalog to 
Dept. S. 


A Life Annuity Contract with such a sound 
institution is a safe and attractive invest- 
ment which helps the School. Eliminates 
the care, trouble and worry of reinvest- 
ment, and guatds against possible loss 
through poor investments in old age. In- 
vestigate. 
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@ COMMENTARY 


on the Holy Scriptures 
By GEORGE WILLIAMS 
Truly Christ-Centered from the first 
Fis so paes page tothe last. 1058 pages 
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to the methods of Paul and the early 
church, widespread evangelism rather 
than station immobilization. He presents 
many and various reasons for simplifica- 
tion of method. They seem sound even 
though circumstances may differ in dif- 
ferent places, so that a rigid policy may 
not be desirable. 


Background and History of the Gen- 
eral Association of Regular Baptist 
Churches. By Joseph M. Stowell, M.A. 
(J. F. May Press, 733 A St.. Hayward, 
Calif., 50 cents, paper.) The General 
Association of Regular Baptist Churches 
is one of many answers to Dr. Harry E. 
Fosdick’s sermon, “Shall the Funda- 
mentalists Win?” By 1948, a total of 480 
churches had joined this organized re- 
volt against the Northern Baptist Con- 
vention. By the present time the 
number has passed the five hundred 
mark. The tempo of addition is about 
one church a week. Reports from 359 
Regular Baptist Churches showed contri- 
butions to missions, in 1948, to have been 
$1,053,533. 

Regular Baptists are training their 
ministers in three centers, the Bible 
Seminary in Johnson City, New York, 
with 200 students; the,Los. Angeles Sem- 
inary; and the Baptist Bible Institute 
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of Grand Rapids. The churches are 
ably led. The loss to the denomination 
of such a powerful preacher as Dr. R. 
T. Ketcham is no small matter. This 
large seceding body is in touch with the 
Conservatives in the Northern Baptist 
Convention for future joint action, 

The story of this encouraging move- 
ment is told in this “Background and 
History,” by Mr. Stowell. The last word. 
we may be sure, will not be with the 
group that, along with its other the- 
ological pickings and stealings, has laid 
hands unlawfully on the name of Roger 
Williams. 


Gambling in a Nutshell. By Orval H 
Austin. (Louisville Council of Churches, 
210 Y.M.C.A. Building, Louisville 2: 20 
cents, paper: ten or more, $10 per 100.) 
The Roman Catholic Church in New 
Jersey is engaged in a heated campaign 
with the support of the corrupt Hague 
machine, to legalize church gambling in 
that state. The publication of a popu- 
lar handbook on gambling by the Coun- 
cil of Churches in Louisville is, then 
timely. It shows how the cards are 
stacked in this industry so that, in all 
forms, the investing simpleton is slated 
to lose. It shows the extent of the 
plague, the distress that it causes in 
households, the tenacity and danger of 
the gambling habit, the corruption that 
its illegal operations bring in the police 
corps, and much else that the public 
ought to know. Effective cartoons add 
emphasis. 

The National Conference of Christians 
and Jews should take notice that it is 
the “sister church” which is throwing 
its weight to legalize this barbarism: 
also, although it is not mentioned here, 
that Jewish gamblers are generally in at 
the kill. These facts it ought to empha- 
size on next “Brotherhood Sunday,” when 
we are supposed to fraternize with Cath- 
olics and Jews. 

The same general religious grouping is 
to be seen in the parallel phenomenon of 
alcoholic intoxication of the nation. 


Things To Come. By John Hess Mc- 
Comb, D.D. (Broadway Pub. Co., 601 W 
114th St.. New York 25; $1.) In these 
days more and more preachers are em- 
phasizing the second coming of Christ, 
both in speaking and writing. This is 
no mere fortuitous coincidence. One 
who reads such a book as this one be- 
fore us cannot but come away with 
fresh understanding of the prophetic 
character of this age. If Christ is in- 
deed coming soon, it is only right that 
the Spirit of God should be moving upon 
the hearts of His servants everywhere 
to proclaim the Lord’s return afresh 
Presented here is a panoramic view of 
the Biblical scenery surrounding and 
making up the events of the Second 
Coming. All of the major facts are 
present in more than outline form, yet 
not in involved exposition. Young Chris- 
tians will find it helpful as a prophetic 
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digest, older believers as a refresher and 
as an inspiration to watch more dili- 
gently for His appearing. 

A few of the author’s interpretations 
that may possibly be at variance with 
the traditional premillennial viewpoint 
are pointed out for the guidance of 
prospective readers: 

The language of Luke 21:25-27 is con- 
sidered symbolic (p. 11), not involving 
actual physical disturbances, but repre- 
senting calamities among world powers. 

In Matthew 24:14, the world-wide 
proclamation is held to be before the 
Rapture (p. 12), and to be carried on 
py the Church, as well as that preach- 
ing of the Kingdom Gospel by the Jews 
after the Rapture (p. 12). 

The world-wide mission of Israel is 
held to come after Christ’s earthly reign 
has begun, and to be conducted by the 
Jews under the impetus of that Pres- 
ence with them (p. 20). Zechariah 12:10 
and Isaiah 66:20 are quoted as evidence 
of this view (p. 32). 

Revelation 16:15 is held to describe 
the Rapture (p. 22). 

The battle passage in Ezekiel 38 and 39 
is thought to describe one battle, but 
not Armageddon of Revelation 19 (pp. 
53, 54). The time of the Ezekiel holo- 
caust is suggested as being between the 
Rapture and the manifestation of the 
Beast. Tarshish is thought to refer to 
England. 


A Little Treasury of Daily Prayers. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $1.) In this attractively 
bound little book is given a prayer for 
each day of the year. The prayers are 
brief, usually only two or three short 
sentences, expressing desire for some 
blessing spiritual or temporal, or asking 
for forgiveness, guidance, strength, com- 
fort, and so on. There are beautiful 
expressions of faith and love and thanks- 
giving, in wide variety of form. It is 
not a prayer-book in the ordinary sense, 
but in these brief paragraphs are many 
challenging and enriching gems of 
thought, fresh and appealing, confession, 
consecration, and incentive to spiritual 
aspiration, as one reader expressed it, 
“Things I never thought to pray for, but 
should.” It is a translation of an old 
classic popular among the Germans and 
the Dutch. 


ys 
Hunger in Israel for God's Word 


67 HAVE just returned from the post 

office with two packages of your 
New Testaments,” writes a worker in 
Jerusalem to the Million Testaments 
Campaigns. “A few days ago I received 
a box from you with Testaments in a 
variety of languages. How wonderfully 
the Lord provides these Testaments just 
when the doors are wide open! Yes- 
terday I was surrounded by an eager 
froup of bright Jewish young people 
begging for New Testaments!” 
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After conferring with other mission- 
aries, the Rev, Leigh F. Irish sent an 
urgent appeal for Testaments in vari- 
ous languages for the multitudes of re- 
turning Jews. After many weeks of 
prayer and effort, three import licenses 
have been granted to ship New Testa- 
ments into Israel from the United States, 
England, and Sweden. Copies in He- 
brew, Yiddish, Polish, French, Russian, 
and other languages have now been sent 
to the Million Testaments Campaigns 
agent in Jerusalem. 

Fifty thousand Italian Testaments or- 
dered last summer are now being dis- 
tributed, and another fifty thousand in 
modern Greek are being sent to Greece, 
while in France a French edition is be- 
ing given out. 

. Mr. and Mrs. George T. B. Davis, 
directors of the Campaigns, plan to sail 
from New York on March 27 to spend 
two months in the land of Israel. They 
will co-operate with missionaries and 
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“The M ry ” 
by students and 
community folk, 
delivered with 
true spiritual 
fervor, is one 
of the most an- 
ticipated occa- 
sions of the year. 


JN each of its departments, ROBERTS 
WESLEYAN COLLEGE especially prides itself 
educational 
Instructional 
aims here are directed not for brilliant and 
merely superficial accomplishment. She trains 
rather for the wide background and perfect 
balance which mark the truly well-rounded 
strong 
courses in Piano and Voice lead to the degree 
B.S. in Music Education, in Voice, or in Piano. 


thorough and practical 
Music is no exception. 


upon 
values. 


and finished musician, Especially 


With high musical proficiency, how- 
ever, ROBERTS also emphasizes another re- 
quirement — the deeper spiritual life — both 
lips and life “singing and making melody . . . 
Please write for catalog, ad- 


to the Lord.” 
dressing Dept. T. 


The carefully trained a cappella choir travels 
hundreds of miles annually, and is receiving in- 
creasing recognition. Below, the Radio Ensemble 
i Sunday over an ever-arger 


is on the air each 
number of stations. The male quartette (inset) 
represents the college widely. 
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Methodism and the Bible 


By Newton C. Conant 
(Now in second edition) 


Carefully documented evidence 
showing apostasy of Methodist 


leaders. 
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folds of a church which John bene of 
would shudder to behold.’’—Dr. Bob Jones, Jr. 
President Jones University, Greenville, S: Ved 
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he lesson materials for the 1950 Concordia 

V.B.S. Series are based on the theme, “Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior”. They have grown out 
of successful past experience, and are now 
even further improved. The lessons are inter- 
esting and attention-compelling; and are 
arranged so that the children of every age 
group study the same subject at the same 
time. This permits one teacher to handle sev- 
eral departments, where desired. Each work- 
book provides materials for a 3-week session. 


The Concordia V.B.S. Material is complete — 
including Handicraft, Registration-Attendance 
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Christian workers in the distribution of 
Testaments and in seeking to win Jewish 
souls to Christ. They plan to spend six 
weeks in Europe on the homeward jour. 
ney. They are seeking to claim by faith 
God’s promise to Jacob in Genesis 2: 
15, and they will greatly appreviate the 
prayers of SunpAay ScHoo. TIMEs reader 
for God’s blessing and protection dur. 
ing this long journey. 

While Mr. and Mrs, Davis are distrib. 
uting Testaments abroad the work in the 
office of the Million Testaments Cam. 
paigns will be carried on by two con. 
secrated workers who have been with 
the Campaign for more than fifteen 
years. Gifts for the work are to be sent 
as usual to the Million Testaments Cam. 
paigns, Inc., 1505 Race Street, Philadel- 
phia 2. They will be acknowledged 
promptly by the Treasurer of the Cam. 
paign, Mr. D, T, Richman. 


w 


Your Sunday School 
Easter Service 


UNDAY SCHOOL TIMES readers 
will regret to learn that Miss Mary 
Brainerd Smith, who for many years 
has prepared special Scriptural services 
for use in the Sunday school at Easter 
time, Christmas, and the like, is quite 
ill, and will not be able to offer a new 
service for this coming Easter. 
However, copies of last year’s Easter 
service, “Jesus Lives,” are still available, 
It provides responsive readings for the 
various departments of the school, reci- 
tations, and special hymns set to familiar 
hymn tunes. It is in convenient leaflet 
form, and may be had at 25 cents a 
dozen or $2 a hundred. Address The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
"13th Street, Philadelphia 5., 


“ 
“Lead Us Not Into Temptation” 


(Continued from second page) 


March 11, 


sion in John 17 might more properly be 
called “The Lord’s Prayer.’’) 

It is best to recognize that there are 
hard passages in the Scriptures, and 
though we can humbly accept them as 
God’s inspired and infallible Word, it 
need not surprise us when we come 
across passages that perplex us. The 
Apostle Peter was allowed by the Holy 
Spirit to include in his Second Letter 
this word concerning the Apostle Paul's 
Epistles, “in which are some things hard 
to be understood” (2 Pet, 3:16). 

Five years ago (March 31, 1945) the 
Tres dealt with this petition, “Lead us 
not into temptation,” and gave the fol- 
lowing good explanation from the excel- 
lent Jamieson, Fausset & Brown ,Com- 
mentary: 

“He who honestly seeks, and has the 
assurance of, forgiveness for past sin, 
will strive to avoid committing it for 
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the future. But conscious that ‘when we 
would do good evil is present with us,’ 
we are taught to offer this sixth petition, 
which comes naturally close upon the 
preceding, and flows, indeed, instinc- 
tively from it in the hearts of all ear- 
nest Christians. There is some difficulty 
in the form of the petition, as it is cer- 
tain that God does bring His people — 
as He did Abraham, and Christ Himself 
— into circumstances both fitted and de- 
signed to try them, or test the strength 
of their faith, Some meet this by re- 
garding the petition as simply an humble 
expression of self-distrust and instinctive 
shrinking from danger; but this seems 
too weak. Others take it as a prayer 
against yielding to temptation, and so 
equivalent to a prayer for ‘support and 
deliverance when we are tempted’; but 
this seems to go beyond the precise thing 
intended. We incline to take it as a 
prayer against being drawn ‘or sucked, 
of our own will, into temptation, to 
which the word here used seems to lend 
some. countenance — ‘introduce us not.’ 
This view, while it does not put into 
our mouths a prayer against being 
tempted— which is more than the Di- 
vine procedure would seem to warrant 
—does not, on. the other hand, change 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the sense of the petition into one for 
support under temptation, which the 
words will hardly bear; but it gives 
us a subject for prayer, in regard to 
temptation, most definite, and of all 
others most needful, It was precisely 
this which Peter needed to ask, but did 
not ask, when—of his own accord, ang 
in spite of difficulties—he pressed for 
entrance into the palace-hall of the high 
priest, and where, once sucked into the 
scene and atmosphere of temptation, he 
fell so foully. And if so, does it not 
seem pretty clear that this was exactly 
what our Lord meant His disciples to 
pray against when He said in the gar- 
den — ‘Watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into temptation’? (Matt. 26:41.)” 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 20 to 26 


Mon.—Romans 1:8-13. 

Paul’s Ambition To Preach in Rome. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I am ready to 
preach the gospel to you that are at 
Rome also” (v. 15). Paul knew God, 
and therefore had courage enough to 
preach the Gospel anywhere. The city 
of the Caesars had no barriers up for 
him. When he knew God wanted him 
there he set his friends to praying that 
he might be among them in the fullness 
of the blessing of Christ. Their mutual 
prayers were abundantly answered. His 
holy ambition was fully realized in God’s 
time and way. Fruit from that ministry 
that will greet him in the day of Christ 
will be wonderful (Acts 28:30, 31; Phil. 
1:12-14). Pray for God’s blessing to rest 
upon pre-Easter evangelistic meetings 
throughout the land. 


Tues.—Romans 15:22-29. 
Plans To Go to Spain. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “When therefore 
I have performed this, and have sealed 
to them this fruit, I will come by you 
into Spain.” Twice over in this chap- 
ter he mentions Spain (v. 24). Whcther 
or not he realized this holy ambition we 
may not know until we meet on the 
“other shore.” However, he did well 
that he had it in his heart to preach 
Christ there where He was not known. 
God will bless us for the good we would do 
and could not, as well as for that which 
we did do when we could. What is your 
plan for extending Christ’s Gospel to 
mankind? Pray for a new outlook on 
the fields that are “white . . . to harvest.” 


Wed.—Acts 27:1, 9, 10, 18-26. 
Secure in the Providence of God. 
PraYER Succestions: “I believe God, 
that it shall be even as it was told me.” 
In the arms of God we are safe no 
matter what may happen. God is the 
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FOR CHILDREN— 
AN IDEAL EASTER GIFT 





A WORLD TOUR 
WITH JESUS 


by Ilse Lefton Schlaitzer 


Youngsters will want this stirring, new Chris- 
tian book. Seven exciting stories... each 
written in three parts—the first two parts 
with very thrilling endings and the third part 
with a startling climax. All the stories are 
full of authentic facts about the problems, 
habits, and needs of children living in Ameri- 
ca, England, Germany, C. ina, India, Africa, 
and South America . .. children representing 
the five race colors. 

Emphasizing the need of making known 
the message of salvation through Enrist to 
the children of all lands, a definite spiritual 
application is made in each chapter. 

Give this book: as an Easter gift to some 
Christian child. $1 50 


At your religious bookstore or 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
1517 N. Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 



















224 (24) * THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES (Lesson for Mar.26) Mar. 11, 1950 


The MOODY MONTHiY ANTHOLOGY 
a “must” in your home today— —_ 
a “collector's piece” tomorrow! ay 





An outstanding collection, in attractive book form, of some 155 PAGES 

of the finest material that has appeared in MOODY FULL COLOR 
MONTHLY during the past 50 years, the ANTHOLOGY HARD BOUND COVER 
is a book you'll be proud to own and display. The hand- 3% x 7'2 INCHES 
some hard cover is beautifully adorned with Jean Francois 

Millet’s famous masterpiece “The Sower’’ in full colors. 


This “once-in-a-lifetime” classic is not for sale . . . but it’s 
our Gift to You in return for two new One-Year subscription 
orders to MOODY MONTHLY (. . . one of which may be 
your own new or renewal order). 


To get your copy of the ANTHOLOGY, fill in the coupon 
below; clip, and mail together with your remittance to 
MOODY MONTHLY, 820 N. La Salle St., Chicago 10, III. 
First edition copies are limited—so send for yours now! 


INTERESTING ARTICLES « WELL-KNOWN AUTHORS 


Ns ivan 056s cblebeub bed dcebis vecedaden C. I. Scofield 
The Heavenly Vision Emily S. Strong 
The Obligation of Love...............- veneienekess cedene James M. Gray 
I ins ia cea dase nieeesesioce tion beetion’ R. A. Torrey 
Deception—Satan's Masterpiece for This Age Wilbur M. Smith 
Keep Your Balance W. Walden Howard 
Eternal Life—a Possibility or a Certainty? Harold lL. Lundquist 
ls Your Christian Experience Original? Vance Havner 


Parental Intercession Carl Armerding 
Will H. Houghton 


--. and 18 other full-length articles, plus selected 


CLIP AND features and poems 
MAIL TO 


2 A A ee eR ee! ce ee cee? SO <= sama 
MOODY MONTHLY (Box S 601) Subscription Rates 
820 N. La Salle Street 
Chicago 10, Illinois 


Gentlemen: 

Please send my FREE copy of the MOODY MONTHLY ANTHOLOGY. | am 
enclosing $6.00 to pay for *two new One Year subscription orders to 
MOODY MONTHLY. (Names and addresses enclosed.) 





My Name__ 
Street. 
City. Zone State 


“One of these may be your own new or renewal order, if you wish. The other order must be new. 











sure refuge of His saints when storms 
of sharp distress invade. And He will] 
see to it that nothing harms those who 
are followers of that which is good, 
Pray that you may trust God no matter 
what befalls you. 


Thurs.—Acts 28:16-22. In Rome at Last, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Rome.” Paul ar- 
rived at Rome in answer to prayer, but 
not in the way he might have chosen. 
However, humble, and in bonds, it was 
a most providential arrival. Welcomed 
by the saints, and conscious of God's 
pleasure in his visit, the apostle after 
rest began preaching the glorious Gospel 
to Jews and Gentiles. With what suc- 
cess we discover in verses 30 and 31, 
and in Philippians 1:12, 13. His humble 
arrival was a signal of a great revival. 
Great revivals always come under the 
ministries of humble ministers. Pray 
that God may find more men He can 
use in promoting a spreading work of 
grace, 


Fri.—Acts. 28:23-31. 
Preaching the Kingdom of God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Preaching the 
kingdom of God, and teaching those 
things which concern the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” What Christ preached, Paul 
preached. And what a minister preaches 
usually reveals what are his notions and 
emotions concerning Christ. If he 
preaches himself in the name of Christ, 
he has learned in another than the 
school of grace. None can really talk 
of Christ who do not walk with Christ. 
Pray that ministers will company more 
with the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Sat.—Philippians 2:12-18. 
Light in a Dark World. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Among whom ye 
shine as lights in the world.” Paul had 
the light of life, and held forth that 
light wherever he had an opportunity 
for His Lord. Some have a light that 
goes out: but Paul had that bright and 
shining light that shines out of dark- 
ness, and gives to men light in their 
hearts from the face of Jesus Christ. 
One who has seen Christ — “the light of 
the world” — will shine for Jesus. Pray 
for the ministry of Billy Graham. 


Sun.—Philippians 4:13-20. 
Bound but Triumphant. 
Prayer Succestions: “Now unto 
God and our Father be glory for ever 
and ever.” We may be down, but we 
do not need to be depressed. We can 


»-have, as martyrs had, “joy unspeak- 


able ang full of glory” in the worst 
moments of life. Stephen saw the 
glory of God more than the “black” 
faces of his murderers. And Paul in 
chains, knowing that all things 
worked together for his good, was full 
of praise and thanksgiving while fac- 
ing the “lion” on the throne at Rome. 
Pray that you may not be moved by 
any of your afflictions that come in 
the way of your serving God, 





